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"Deep in a northern Russian forest of jade and brown, far from any hint of civilization, Valaam Monastery
sinks into the seasons of the year as it has for a thousand years before. . . ." So begins the story of John
Oliver, a young evangelical American on a journey of discovery-a journey that leads him to an ancient
Russian monastery, a place of peace and a place of struggle. For on Valaam, he encounters Orthodox
Christianity and is reminded that the Christian life is not for the faint of heart. And on Valaam, the treasure
of stillness requires a fierce guarding. Foreword by Fr. Jonah Paffhausen, abbot of the Monastery of St. John
of Shanghai and San Francisco, in Northern California. Excerpts from book reviews: Lyrically, eloquently,
and with great wisdom, this book speaks to the soul. Part spiritual autobiography, part penetrating
description of what Orthodox spirituality can and should be, John Oliver's words evoke in the reader's mind
and heart a longing for God, at once fierce and tender. "Great art, great architecture," he says, "always leads
us inward and upward." This marvelous book does no less. It leads us inward and upward, until, for a
moment at least, we even touch heaven. -Fr. John Breck, Author, professor of biblical interpretation and
ethics at St. Sergius Orthodox Theological Institute in Paris Touching Heaven is a lovely book, quiet and
contemplative, and full of peaceful revelations. -Frederica Mathewes-Green, Author of Facing East, National
Public Radio commentator This is a gripping and finely written account of what drew John Oliver into the
deeper waters of Christianity and made him an Orthodox Christian. -Jim Forest, Author of Praying with
Icons, lecturer
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From reader reviews:

Hector Hartung:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get lot of stress
from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity have you got when
the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is
actually Touching Heaven: Discovering Orthodox Christianity on the Island of Valaam.

Jacki Peters:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying Touching Heaven: Discovering
Orthodox Christianity on the Island of Valaam that give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of
reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world far
better then how they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading habit only for the geeky
man or woman but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start
studying as your good habit, you can pick Touching Heaven: Discovering Orthodox Christianity on the
Island of Valaam become your current starter.

Cynthia Harvell:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Touching Heaven: Discovering Orthodox Christianity on the
Island of Valaam why because the amazing cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not
disappoint you actually. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Ann Ginsberg:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you must
do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several
books in the top checklist in your reading list is definitely Touching Heaven: Discovering Orthodox
Christianity on the Island of Valaam. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in
growing to be precious person. By looking upward and review this book you can get many advantages.
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