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In February 1956 the president of IBM, Thomas Watson Jr., hired the industrial designer and architect Eliot
F. Noyes, charging him with reinventing IBM’ s corporate image, from stationery and curtains to products
such as typewriters and computers and to laboratory and administration buildings. What followed—a story
told in full for the first time in John Harwood' s The Interface—remade IBM in away that would also
transform the rel ationshi ps between design, computer science, and corporate culture.

IBM’s program assembled a cast of leading figuresin American design: Noyes, Charles Eames, Paul Rand,
George Nelson, and Edgar Kaufmann Jr. The Interface offers a detailed account of the key role these
designers played in shaping both the computer and the multinational corporation. Harwood describes a
surprising inverse effect: the influence of computer and corporation on the theory and practice of design.
Here we see how, in the period stretching from the “invention” of the computer during World War 11 to the
appearance of the personal computer in the mid-1970s, disciplines once well outside the realm of
architectural design—information and management theory, cybernetics, ergonomics, computer
science—became integral aspects of design.

Asthefirst critical history of the industrial design of the computer, of Eliot Noyes's career, and of some of
the most important work of the Office of Charles and Ray Eames, The Interface suppliesacrucial chapter in
the story of architecture and design in postwar America—and an invaluable perspective on the computer and
corporate cultures of today.
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From reader reviews:
James Conner:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite book and reading areserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled The Interface: IBM and the Transformation of Corporate Design, 1945-1976
(A Quadrant Book). Try to the actual book The Interface: IBM and the Transformation of Corporate Design,
1945-1976 (A Quadrant Book) as your close friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you
experience alone and beside those of course make you smarter than before. Y eah, it isvery fortuned for
yourself. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So, let's
make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Debra Yarbrough:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with palsis thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Interface: IBM and the
Transformation of Corporate Design, 1945-1976 (A Quadrant Book), you are able to enjoy both. It is good
combination right, you still want to missit? What kind of hang-out type isit? Oh can happen its mind
hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Keéllie Smith:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library aswell as
to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at
this time there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important,
boring as well as can't see colorful photos on there. Y eah, it isfor being complicated. Book is very important
for yourself. Aswe know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word
says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The Interface: IBM and the Transformation of
Corporate Design, 1945-1976 (A Quadrant Book) can make you sense more interested to read.

Vickie Flores:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you
know that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. Y ou have to know that reading is very
important in addition to book asto be theissue. Book isimportant thing to add you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. Y ou get good news or update regarding something by book. Amount types of
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is The Interface: IBM and the Transformation



of Corporate Design, 1945-1976 (A Quadrant Book).
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