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At once the most lucrative, popular, and culturally oppositional musical force in the United States, hip hop
demands the kind of interpretation Imani Perry provides here: criticism engaged with this vibrant musical
form on its own terms. A scholar and a fan, Perry considers the art, politics, and culture of hip hop through
an analysis of song lyrics, the words of the prophets of the hood. Recognizing prevailing characterizations of
hip hop as a transnational musical form, Perry advances a powerful argument that hip hop is first and
foremost black American music. At the same time, she contends that many studies have shortchanged the
aesthetic value of rap by attributing its form and content primarily to socioeconomic factors. Her innovative
analysis revels in the artistry of hip hop, revealing it as an art of innovation, not deprivation.

Perry offers detailed readings of the lyrics of many hip hop artists, including Ice Cube, Public Enemy, De La
Soul, krs-One, OutKast, Sean “Puffy” Combs, Tupac Shakur, Lil’ Kim, Biggie Smalls, Nas, Method Man,
and Lauryn Hill. She focuses on the cultural foundations of the music and on the form and narrative features
of the songs—the call and response, the reliance on the break, the use of metaphor, and the recurring figures
of the trickster and the outlaw. Perry also provides complex considerations of hip hop’s association with
crime, violence, and misogyny. She shows that while its message may be disconcerting, rap often expresses
brilliant insights about existence in a society mired in difficult racial and gender politics. Hip hop, she
suggests, airs a much wider, more troubling range of black experience than was projected during the civil
rights era. It provides a unique public space where the sacred and the profane impulses within African
American culture unite.
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From reader reviews:

Marcos Anderson:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called
Prophets of the Hood: Politics and Poetics in Hip Hop? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You
already know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do
you agree with their opinion or you have various other opinion?

David Betancourt:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways to share
the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
Prophets of the Hood: Politics and Poetics in Hip Hop, you could tells your family, friends along with soon
about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a guide.

Patrick Oneil:

Beside this specific Prophets of the Hood: Politics and Poetics in Hip Hop in your phone, it could give you a
way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you can got here is
fresh from oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow small town. It is
good thing to have Prophets of the Hood: Politics and Poetics in Hip Hop because this book offers to your
account readable information. Do you often have book but you do not get what it's all about. Oh come on,
that will not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, just
like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book along with read it
from today!

Teresa Obannon:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Prophets of the Hood: Politics and Poetics in Hip Hop
can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your spare time by
reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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