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The Second Edition, new Preface 2013.  Contradictory interpretations have been applied to history-making
events that led to the end of the Cold War: Václav Havel, using Kierkegaardian terms, called the demise of
totalitarianism in East-Central Europe an "existential revolution" (i.e. an awakening of human responsibility,
spirit, and reason), while others hailed it as a victory for the "New World Order." Regardless of one's point
of view, however, it is clear that the global landscape has been dramatically altered. Where once the
competition between capitalism and communism provided a basis for establishing political- and self-identity,
today the destructive forces of nationalist identity and religious and secular fundamentalism are filling the
void. Offering the most extensive examination of Habermas's and Kierkegaard's critiques of nationalist
identity available, Postnational Identity dramatically confronts the traditional view of existential philosophy
as antisocial and uncritical. This book shows how Kierkegaardian theory and practice of radically honest
communication allows us to rethink the existential in terms of Habermas's communicative action, and vice
versa. As the author explains, the foundations of his work in the critical theory and existential philosophy,
brought together in this book, engender two forms of suspicion of the present age. The critical theorist, such
as Jürgen Habermas, unmasks the forms in which social and cultural life become systema-tically distorted by
the imperatives of political power and economic gain. The existential critic, like Søren Kierkegaard and
Václav Havel, is suspicious of the various ways in which individuals deceive themselves or other people.
This study aims to integrate Kierkegaard's and Havel's existential critique of motives informing human
identity formation with Habermas's critique of the colonialization of fragmented, anomic modern life by
systems of power and money... The author's argument is that existential critique and social critique
complement each other and overcome their respective limitations. One of the first works to treat seriously the
existential thought of Havel, the book will hold enormous appeal for students and professionals involved in
existential philosophy, critical theory, philosophy, and, more generally, political science, literary theory,
communications, and cultural studies.
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From reader reviews:

Jeremy Smith:

The book Postnational Identity: Critical Theory and Existential Philosophy in Habermas, Kierkegaard, and
Havel make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable more increase. Book can
to get your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem using your subject. If you can make
studying a book Postnational Identity: Critical Theory and Existential Philosophy in Habermas, Kierkegaard,
and Havel to be your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your
knowledge about some or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open and read a publication
Postnational Identity: Critical Theory and Existential Philosophy in Habermas, Kierkegaard, and Havel.
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think
about this reserve?

Linda Long:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline Postnational
Identity: Critical Theory and Existential Philosophy in Habermas, Kierkegaard, and Havel suitable to you?
The book was written by popular writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Postnational Identity: Critical
Theory and Existential Philosophy in Habermas, Kierkegaard, and Havelis a single of several books in which
everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this guide
you will enter the new shape that you ever know previous to. The author explained their plan in the simple
way, and so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this e-book. This book will give you a large
amount of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world with this book.

Crystal Parrish:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve
that need more time to be go through. Postnational Identity: Critical Theory and Existential Philosophy in
Habermas, Kierkegaard, and Havel can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you actually who
have those short free time problems.

Rigoberto Stansell:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This particular Postnational Identity: Critical Theory and Existential
Philosophy in Habermas, Kierkegaard, and Havel can give you a lot of close friends because by you taking a
look at this one book you have thing that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This book
can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that perhaps your friend
doesn't realize, by knowing more than other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We should



have Postnational Identity: Critical Theory and Existential Philosophy in Habermas, Kierkegaard, and Havel.
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