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Looking at five of Italo Calvino's often neglected early novels: The Young People of Po, The Cloven
Viscount, The Baron in the Trees, The Non-Existent Knight, and The Watcher, Eugenio Bolongaro argues
that these works, written between 1948 and 1963, contain a sustained meditation on the role of the
intellectual and on the irreducible ethical and political dimension of literature. This meditation provides an
insight into a crucial moment in Calvino's devel opment as awriter, and allows Bolongaro to lay the
groundwork for amore 'political’ reading of Calvino's later work.

Italo Calvino and the Compass of Literature firmly situates Calvino within his historical context - the
cultural revival of post-World War 11 Italy - by relating these early novels to Calvino's political and critical
writings which played an important role in the cultural debates of the time. This approach provides a key to
understanding Calvino'swork in anew light, ably demonstrating that Calvino's full literary significance
cannot be understood in isolation from the politics and cultural movements of the period. One of the few
book-length English-language works on Calvino's early writings, I1talo Calvino and the Compass of Literatur
will prove to be an indispensable tool to Italianists and literary studies scholars.
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From reader reviews:
Vincent Peck:

Here thing why this particular Italo Calvino and the Compass of Literature (Toronto Italian Studies) are
different and reputable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it depends in the content of the
ush ports which is the content is astasty asfood or not. Italo Calvino and the Compass of Literature (Toronto
Italian Studies) giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any guide out there but
thereis no guide that similar with Italo Calvino and the Compass of Literature (Toronto Italian Studies). It
givesyou thrill reading through journey, its open up your eyes about the thing which happened in the world
which is maybe can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even
in your means home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form
of Italo Calvino and the Compass of Literature (Toronto Italian Studies) in e-book can be your choice.

lona Calhoun:

This book untitled Italo Calvino and the Compass of Literature (Toronto Italian Studies) to be one of several
books this best seller in this year, that is because when you read this publication you can get alot of benefit
onit. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail store or you can order it viaonline. The publisher in
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you to past this guide from your list.

Maria Holder:

The reserve with title Italo Calvino and the Compass of Literature (Toronto Italian Studies) has alot of
information that you can study it. You can get alot of benefit after read this book. This specific book exist
new expertise the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you within new era of the
internationalization. Y ou can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you
want.

Tanya Wilson:

Asapupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in order to make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real their hobby.
They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing reading
significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it isfor being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Italo Calvino and the Compass of Literature (Toronto Italian Studies) can make
you sense more interested to read.
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