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Many peoples throughout history have fought pirates, writes Alfred Bradford in Flying the Black Flag. Some
have lost and some have won. We should learn from their experience. From Odysseus?the original pirate of
literature and lore?through Blackbeard and the feared pirates of the Spanish Main, his book reveals the
strategies and methods pirates used to cheat, lie, kill, and rob their way into the historical record, wreaking
terror in their bloody wakes.

The story begins with a discussion of Piracy and the Suppression of Piracy in the Ancient World. It details,
for example, how the Illyrians used pirate vessels to try to wrest control of the Adriatic Coast from the
mighty Romans, as well as how the intrepid Vikings went from pirate raids to the conquest of parts of
Western Europe.

Moving into the 17th century and to the New World, Bradford depicts the golden age of the pirates. Here are
the Spanish Buccaneers and the fabled Caribbean stronghold of Tortuga. Here are Henry Morgan, Captain
Kidd, and their fearsome counterparts. But piracy was hardly just a Western phenomenon. The Barbary
Pirates looks East to examine the struggle between Christian and Muslim in the Mediterranean, while To the
Shores of Tripoli details the American conflict with the Barbary Pirates. It reveals the lessons of a war
conducted across a great distance against a nebulous enemy, a war in which victory was achieved only by
going after the pirates' sponsor. On the South China Coast, we meet the first Dragon Lady, leader of Chinese
pirates.

As intriguing as these tales of the past are in and of themselves, the stories and their swashbuckling villains
hold lessons for us even today. In Conclusions and Reflections, Bradford gathers all of the chords together,
discussing the conditions under which piracy arises, the conditions under which pirates organize and become
more powerful, and the methods used to suppress piracy. Finally, he examines similarities between pirates
and terrorists?and whether the lessons learned from the wars against pirates of the past might also apply to
modern day terrorists.
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From reader reviews:

Curt Roepke:

The book Flying the Black Flag: A Brief History of Piracy gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare
time. You may use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you
getting tension or having big problem with your subject. If you can make studying a book Flying the Black
Flag: A Brief History of Piracy being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your capable,
increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open up and
read a reserve Flying the Black Flag: A Brief History of Piracy. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science reserve or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Kayla Wilson:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
specific aren't like that. This Flying the Black Flag: A Brief History of Piracy book is readable simply by you
who hate those straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable examining
experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer regarding
Flying the Black Flag: A Brief History of Piracy content conveys the thought easily to understand by a lot of
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different in the form of it. So , do
you still thinking Flying the Black Flag: A Brief History of Piracy is not loveable to be your top collection
reading book?

Dollie Simmons:

Beside this specific Flying the Black Flag: A Brief History of Piracy in your phone, it could give you a way
to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you might got here is
fresh from your oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow village. It is good thing
to have Flying the Black Flag: A Brief History of Piracy because this book offers to you readable
information. Do you at times have book but you rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that would
not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, like treasuring
beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book as well as read it from right now!

Gregory Eubanks:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This guide Flying the Black Flag: A Brief History of Piracy was filled regarding
science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has
different feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can really feel
enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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