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The Classic Maya "collapse" has been attributed to environmental destruction, declining dietary health, and
social changes such as increased warfare or changing economies. This study explores these models using
ancient animal remains recovered from the Petexbatun archaeological sites.

The species found in the Petexbatun faunal collections are compared as proxy evidence for the ancient
habitats and landscapes that would have existed around the sites. They reveal that the ancient landscape of
the Petexbatun region was not significantly deforested or otherwise destroyed at the end of the Classic
period. Bone chemistry of archaeological deer bones confirms that there was no significant expanse of
agricultural fields at the expense of forested lands over the occupation of the region. The animal remains are
next used to test a related model for the Maya collapse: dietary failure. Comparisons of the remains of food
species from residential deposits indicate that the Petexbatun Maya were in no danger of famine or protein
deficiency--hey neither overhunted their animal resources nor destroyed their habitats to the extent that
dietary species were no longer available.

An intriguing deposit of worked animal bone from the capital city of Dos Pilas offers a clue to the puzzle.
Here, following the abandonment of the site by the ruling elite, a family group manufactured quantities of
utilitarian bone artifacts, probably for trade with other scattered communities in the region. This finding
suggests the importance of re-evaluating socioeconomic causality for this transitional period in the
Petexbatun and elsewhere in the southern Maya lowlands.
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From reader reviews:

Robin Gilbertson:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book Dietary, Environmental, and
Societal Implications of Ancient Maya Animal Use in the Petexbatun: A Zooarchaeological Perspective on
the Collapse ... Institute of Mesoamerican Archaeology Series) will make you to end up being smarter. You
can feel far more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think this open or
reading the book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you
seeking best book or ideal book with you?

Amanda Furr:

Typically the book Dietary, Environmental, and Societal Implications of Ancient Maya Animal Use in the
Petexbatun: A Zooarchaeological Perspective on the Collapse ... Institute of Mesoamerican Archaeology
Series) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading the book. The author style to clarify the
idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to study, this book very appropriate to you. The
book Dietary, Environmental, and Societal Implications of Ancient Maya Animal Use in the Petexbatun: A
Zooarchaeological Perspective on the Collapse ... Institute of Mesoamerican Archaeology Series) is much
recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can
easier to read the book.

Brent Whitty:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying Dietary, Environmental,
and Societal Implications of Ancient Maya Animal Use in the Petexbatun: A Zooarchaeological Perspective
on the Collapse ... Institute of Mesoamerican Archaeology Series) that give your entertainment preference
will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportinity
for people to know world much better then how they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that
reading routine only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for
all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, it is possible to pick Dietary, Environmental, and
Societal Implications of Ancient Maya Animal Use in the Petexbatun: A Zooarchaeological Perspective on
the Collapse ... Institute of Mesoamerican Archaeology Series) become your own personal starter.

William Powers:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Dietary, Environmental, and Societal



Implications of Ancient Maya Animal Use in the Petexbatun: A Zooarchaeological Perspective on the
Collapse ... Institute of Mesoamerican Archaeology Series) can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh
book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common
not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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