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At the confluence of the Potomac and Anacostia rivers, President Washington chose a diamond-shaped site
for the city that would bear his name, along with the burdens and blessings of democracy. Situated midway
between North and South, the capital was also a gateway to the West--a contested wilderness where rough
frontiersmen were already carving a divided nation.

With Indians on their borders and black slaves in their midst, the country's white founders struggled to
embody, in bricks and stone, the paradoxical republic they had invented. Inspired by Greek and Roman
models, city planners and designers scoured the Western world--from Hadrian's Pantheon to Palladio's
Vicenza to the French Royal Academy--for an architectural language to capture the elusive principles of
liberty, equality, and union.

Washington from the Ground Up tells the story of a nation whose Enlightenment ideals were tested in the
fires of rebellion, removal, and resistance. It is also a tale of two cities: official Washington, whose stately
neoclassical buildings expressed the government's power and global reach; and DC, whose minority
communities, especially African Americans, lived in the shadows of poverty. Moving chronologically and
geographically throughout the District, James McGregor reads this complex history from monuments and
museums, libraries and churches, squares and neighborhoods that can still be seen today. His lucid narrative,
accompanied by detailed maps and copious illustrations, doubles as a visitor's guide to this uniquely
American city.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffery Whitley:

With other case, little men and women like to read book Washington from the Ground Up. You can choose
the best book if you appreciate reading a book. So long as we know about how is important any book
Washington from the Ground Up. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by just a
book. Absolutely right, since from book you can realize everything! From your country until eventually
foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple point until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In
this era, we can open a book or maybe searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You need to use it
when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

Karl Irwin:

The book Washington from the Ground Up can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a book Washington
from the Ground Up? Several of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that will book can
give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or
facts that you take for that, you may give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Washington from
the Ground Up has simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can
appearance the enormous world by available and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Martha Royal:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic from
the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different
to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want
to test look for book, may be the guide untitled Washington from the Ground Up can be good book to read.
May be it could be best activity to you.

Mary Varnum:

A lot of e-book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching
from it. It is called of book Washington from the Ground Up. You can add your knowledge by it. Without
departing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most
essential that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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