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“A fascinating human saga of dedication, competition, sacrifice, and achievement.”—Dave Finley, National
Radio Astronomy Observatory

“An ambitious and thorough history, extending back to the earliest risk takers and innovators who laid the
groundwork for the astronauts and cosmonauts who would break the bonds of Earth.”—George L eopold,
author of Calculated Risk

“Brings many of the personalitiesin the exploration of space to life. Spitzmiller offers agreat perspective on
issues from Von Braun's involvement with the Nazi Party to Grissom’s infamous hatch.”—Sidney M.
Gutierrez, former NASA shuttle commander

“A wonderfully synthetic and penetrating account of humankind’ s historic ventures into space.”—James R.
Hansen, author of First Man

“A well-researched space history full of little-known details that all space enthusiasts will want.”—Marianne
J. Dyson, author of A Passion for Space

Highlighting men and women across the globe who have dedicated themselves to pushing the limits of space
exploration, this book surveys the programs, technological advancements, medical equipment, and
automated systems that have made space travel possible.

Beginning with the invention of balloons that lifted early explorersinto the stratosphere, Ted Spitzmiller
describes how humans first came to employ lifting gasses such as hydrogen and helium. He traces the
influence of science fiction writers on the development of rocket science, looks at the role of rocket societies
in the early twentieth century, and discusses the use of rockets in World War 1l warfare.

Spitzmiller considers the engineering and space medicine advances that finally enabled humansto fly
beyond the earth’ s atmosphere during the space race between the United States and the Soviet Union. He
recreates the excitement felt around the world as Y uri Gagarin and John Glenn completed their first orbital
flights. He recounts triumphs and tragedies, such as Neil Armstrong’s “one small step” and the Challenger
and Columbia disasters.

The story continues with the development of the International Space Station, NASA’sinterest in asteroids
and Mars, and the emergence of China as amajor player in the space arena. Spitzmiller shows the impact of
space flight on human history and speculates on the future of exploration beyond our current understandings
of physics and the known boundaries of time and space.
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From reader reviews:
Wilma Blue:

The book The History of Human Space Flight make one feel enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can use to make
your capable much more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting stress or having
big problem using your subject. If you can make reading through a book The History of Human Space Flight
for being your habit, you can get alot more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your
knowledge about afew or al subjects. Y ou could know everything if you like wide open and read a e-book
The History of Human Space Flight. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or
encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this book?

David Black:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider while those
information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which oneis
appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource then you
obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen inside you if you take The History of Human Space Flight as the daily resource information.

Kevin Adams;

The book untitled The History of Human Space Flight contain alot of information on this. The writer
explains your ex ideawith easy means. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do
definitely not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was authored by famous author. The author will
take you in the new period of time of literary works. Y ou can actually read this book because you can please
read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In asituation
you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site aswell as order it. Have anice
examine.

David Gaiter:

As acollege student exactly feel bored to be ableto reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart
or real their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore, this The History of Human Space Flight can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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