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The extraordinary manuscripts of Timbuktu: invaluable historical documents, objects of tremendous
beauty, and a testament to a great center of learning and civilization.

For centuries, trading caravans made epic journeys across the Saharan sands to reach the markets of the
legendary city of Timbuktu, where they traded salt, gold, slaves, textiles?and books. By the mid-fifteenth
century, Timbuktu had become a major center of Islamic literary culture and scholarship. The city's libraries
were repositories of all the world's learning, housing not only works by Arab and Islamic writers but also
volumes from the classical Greek and Roman worlds and studies by contemporary scholars.

The astonishing manuscripts of Timbuktu form the lavish visual heart of this book. Beautifully graphic,
occasionally decorated, these exquisite artifacts reveal great craftsmanship as well as learning. All were
written in the Arabic script, but not all are in Arabic, for they also feature a range of local African languages.

Aside from scholarly works, the surviving manuscripts include a wealth of correspondence between rulers,
advisers, and merchants on subjects as various as taxation, commerce, marriage, divorce, adoption,
breastfeeding, and prostitution, providing a vivid insight into the ordinary life and values of the day.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Pearce:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book The Hidden Treasures of Timbuktu: Rediscovering
Africa's Literary Culture. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know
about how is important a book The Hidden Treasures of Timbuktu: Rediscovering Africa's Literary Culture.
You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, mainly because
from book you can know everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will find
yourself known. About simple point until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open a book
or maybe searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel uninterested to go to
the library. Let's learn.

Stacee Stern:

The book The Hidden Treasures of Timbuktu: Rediscovering Africa's Literary Culture gives you the sense of
being enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be your
best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading
through a book The Hidden Treasures of Timbuktu: Rediscovering Africa's Literary Culture to become your
habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about
some or all subjects. You could know everything if you like available and read a publication The Hidden
Treasures of Timbuktu: Rediscovering Africa's Literary Culture. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this book?

Michael Hale:

The reason? Because this The Hidden Treasures of Timbuktu: Rediscovering Africa's Literary Culture is an
unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will surprise you
with the secret that inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
awesome way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning
entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This
book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book possess such as help improving your ability and your
critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I have been you I will go to the
book store hurriedly.

David Moore:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Hidden Treasures of
Timbuktu: Rediscovering Africa's Literary Culture, it is possible to enjoy both. It is good combination right,



you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What?
Still don't obtain it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.
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