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Horse racing in America dates back to the colonial era when street races were a common occurrence. The
commercialization of horse racing produced a sport that would briefly surpass all others in popularity, with
annual races such as the Kentucky Derby, Preakness, and Belmont Stakes growing to rank among America’s
most celebrated sporting events. From the very onset, horse racing and gambling were intertwined. As the
popularity of racing and betting grew, so, too, did the controversies and corruption. Yet, despite the best
efforts of social reformers, bookmakers stubbornly plied their trade, adapting and evolving as horse racing
gave way to team sports as the backbone of their business.

In Sports Betting and Bookmaking: An American History, Arne K. Lang provides a sweeping overview of
legal and illegal sports and race betting in the United States, from the first thoroughbred meet at Saratoga in
1863 through the modern day. The cultural war between bookmakers and their adversaries is a recurring
theme, as bookmakers were often forced into the shadows during times of social reform, only to bloom anew
when the time was ripe. While much of bookmaking’s history takes place in New York, other locales such as
Chicago, Las Vegas, and Atlantic City—not to mention Cyberspace—are also discussed in this volume.

A comprehensive exploration of the evolution of bookmaking—including the legal developments and
technological advancements that have taken place over the years—Sports Betting and Bookmaking is a
fascinating read. This informative and engaging book will be of interest to anyone wanting to learn more
about America’s long history with gambling on horse racing and team sports.
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From reader reviews:

Marina Rutt:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't have spare time
to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What did you do?
All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question due to the fact just their can do
which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on
kindergarten until university need that Sports Betting and Bookmaking: An American History to read.

David Browning:

Here thing why this Sports Betting and Bookmaking: An American History are different and dependable to
be yours. First of all studying a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of it which is the content
is as scrumptious as food or not. Sports Betting and Bookmaking: An American History giving you
information deeper since different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no reserve that similar
with Sports Betting and Bookmaking: An American History. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up
your own eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You
can bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your way home by train. Should you be having
difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Sports Betting and Bookmaking: An American
History in e-book can be your alternative.

Jeffrey Drake:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick one
book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't work is difficult
job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside seem likes. Maybe you
answer could be Sports Betting and Bookmaking: An American History why because the wonderful cover
that make you consider about the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is definitely
fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up
this book.

Tiffany Zamora:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This e-book Sports Betting and Bookmaking: An American History was filled
with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some
people has distinct feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can
experience enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you just
wanted.
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