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In Kansai Cool, anthropologist, writer and filmmaker Christal Whelan offers deep insights into the
clash of old and new, traditional and modern that plays out on a daily basis in Japan's ancient
heartland.

The western region of Japan is known as Kansai—centering around the ancient capitals of Kyoto and Nara,
and the sprawling, modern port cities of Osaka and Kobe. Kansai is Japan's "second region" after
Tokyo—and is at once home to Japan's most traditional cultural centers and its most modern culture.

From the ancient beliefs of Kyoto to the contemporary otaku or "geek" culture of manga, anime, costume
play, robots and video games, readers will see how cultures collide in:

The needs of the spirit: Shinto shrines and Buddhist temples●

The arts: dance, painting, anime and martial combat●

The relationship between hi-tech and old-tech: bikes and robots●

Fashion trends: from exquisite kimonos to hip haute couture●

The meaning of landscape: man-made islands and the mystical power of water●

In this unique collection of 25 essays, Whelan dives beneath the surface of Japan to let readers experience
how art, science, faith and history mesh in the Kansai region to produce a singular wellspring of traditional
and modern Japanese culture.
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From reader reviews:

Maureen Perdue:

The book Kansai Cool: A Journey into the Cultural Heartland of Japan will bring that you the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. When you try to find
new book to learn, this book very ideal to you. The book Kansai Cool: A Journey into the Cultural Heartland
of Japan is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book through the official web
site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Michael Auten:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them is this
Kansai Cool: A Journey into the Cultural Heartland of Japan.

Ernest Bryan:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Kansai Cool: A Journey into the Cultural
Heartland of Japan, it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still would like to miss
it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on
its named reading friends.

Scott Padilla:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when compared with
can satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find publication that need
more time to be examine. Kansai Cool: A Journey into the Cultural Heartland of Japan can be your answer
mainly because it can be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.
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