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In "Race, Rock, and Elvis", Michael T. Bertrand contends that popular music, specifically Elvis's brand of
rock 'n' roll, helped revise racial attitudes after World War II. Observing that youthful fans of rhythm and
blues, rock 'n' roll, and other black-inspired music seemed more inclined than their segregationist elders to
ignore the color line, Bertrand links popular music with a more general relaxation, led by white youths, of
the historical denigration of blacks in the South. The tradition of southern racism, successfully
communicated to previous generations, failed for the first time when confronted with the demand for rock 'n'
roll by a new, national, commercialized youth culture. In a narrative peppered with the colorful observations
of ordinary southerners, Bertrand argues that appreciating black music made possible a new recognition of
blacks as fellow human beings. Bertrand documents black enthusiasm for Elvis and cites the racially mixed
audiences that flocked to the new music at a time when adults expected separate performances for black and
white audiences. He describes the critical role of radio and recordings in blurring the color line and notes that
these media made black culture available to appreciative whites on an unprecedented scale. He also shows
how music was used to define and express the values of a southern working-class youth culture in transition,
as young whites, many of them trying to orient themselves in an unfamiliar urban setting, embraced black
music and culture as a means of identifying themselves. By adding rock 'n' roll to the mix of factors that fed
into civil rights advances in the South, "Race, Rock, and Elvis" shows how the music, with its rituals and
vehicles, symbolized the vast potential for racial accord inherent in postwar society.
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From reader reviews:

Pedro Engle:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible Race,
Rock, and Elvis (Music in American Life)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You recognize beside you
can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with the opinion
or you have various other opinion?

Joan Cross:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline Race, Rock, and
Elvis (Music in American Life) suitable to you? The book was written by well-known writer in this era. The
book untitled Race, Rock, and Elvis (Music in American Life)is one of several books which everyone read
now. This book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new
shape that you ever know just before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, thus all of
people can easily to comprehend the core of this publication. This book will give you a great deal of
information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Jaclyn Warner:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared
to can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need more time to
be learn. Race, Rock, and Elvis (Music in American Life) can be your answer given it can be read by an
individual who have those short extra time problems.

Esther Watson:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you learn a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and soon.
The Race, Rock, and Elvis (Music in American Life) offer you a new experience in reading a book.
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