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Throughout the 1950s, Charles Brittin was the unofficial house photographer for the Beat community that
coalesced around the artist Wallace Berman. Brittin settled in Venice Beach, California, in 1951, and his
beach shack became a hangout for the Berman circle, which included actors Dean Stockwell and Dennis
Hopper, artist John Altoon, curator Walter Hopps and poet David Meltzer, among many others. A self-taught
photographer, Brittin was working as a mailman at the time, and spent much of his free time wandering the
streets with a camera; he came to know Venice intimately, and his pictures of the town are freighted with a
hushed beauty and forlorn sweetness. In the early 1960s the focus of Brittin's life shifted dramatically when
he became involved with the civil rights movement. "I suddenly realized I was compelled to do something,"
Brittin recalls, "because the times demanded it." As a photographer for the Congress of Racial Equality,
Brittin documented the dramatic non-violent protests that occurred throughout Southern California, and
made a courageous trip to the deep South, in 1965, to assist with the registration of black voters. As the 60s
progressed he documented the antiwar movement, and by the end of the decade was devoting most of his
time to the Black Panther Party. These two very different social revolutions are at the heart of Charles
Brittin: West and South. With 150 images--138 of them previously unpublished--this monograph is
published on the occasion of a 2011 retrospective at Michael Kohn Gallery in Los Angeles.
Charles Brittin (born 1928) moved to California from Cedar Rapids, Iowa, after enrolling at UCLA. He
contributed several photographs to Wallace Berman's Semina magazine throughout the 50s and 60s, while
working as a photographer for Charles and Ray Eames. After a two-decade hiatus, Brittin returned to
photography in the 1990s, also making video works.
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From reader reviews:

Verna Smith:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day
long to reading a reserve. The book Charles Brittin: West and South it is extremely good to read. There are a
lot of people that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have
enough space to develop this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book out of
your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book possesses high quality.

Sandra McNulty:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Charles Brittin: West and
South which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Kathleen Hernandez:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Charles Brittin: West and South can be
the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your free
time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the
others?

Joel Wall:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but novel and Charles Brittin: West and South as well as
others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel want to
read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or even students especially. Those guides are
helping them to add their knowledge. In some other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes
Charles Brittin: West and South to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book
like this.
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