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Upon its enactment in July 1988, the Medicare Catastrophic Coverage Act (MCCA) was hailed as the first
major expansion of government health care since the creation of Medicare in 1965. Supported by President
Reagan, majorities in both houses of Congress, and the nation's largest senior-citizen interest group, the
American Association of Retired Persons (AARP), the legislation effectively plugged many of the holes in
the existing Medicare system by providing protection against some but not all catastrophic health care
expenses. Additionally, the consensus behind the MCCA appeared to establish a precedent for expanding
social insurance in an era of high federal deficits. However, less than eighteen months later, the House and
the Senate, responding to a tidal wave of criticism, would vote to repeal virtually all of the legislation.

Utilizing varied source materials, including interviews with policy makers and surveys of senior-citizen
opinion gathered by the AARP, Richard Himelfarb undertakes a comprehensive analysis of how and why
this unprecedented series of events transpired. In the process, he also examines the politics of federal
entitlement programs in an era of high deficits and senior citizens' political influence, topics that are of
particular interest in light of recent federal attempts to tackle health care reform.
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From reader reviews:

James Marcotte:

The book Catastrophic Politics: The Rise and Fall of the Medicare Catastrophic Coverage Act of 1988 make
one feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to
get your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make
reading through a book Catastrophic Politics: The Rise and Fall of the Medicare Catastrophic Coverage Act
of 1988 to become your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your
knowledge about some or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open up and read a reserve
Catastrophic Politics: The Rise and Fall of the Medicare Catastrophic Coverage Act of 1988. Kinds of book
are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this book?

George Hoffman:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Catastrophic Politics: The Rise and
Fall of the Medicare Catastrophic Coverage Act of 1988, you could enjoy both. It is very good combination
right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout guys. What?
Still don't get it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Lena Robertson:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Catastrophic Politics: The Rise and Fall of
the Medicare Catastrophic Coverage Act of 1988 guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how
to make book that can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written inside good manner for
you, dripping every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
hesitation Catastrophic Politics: The Rise and Fall of the Medicare Catastrophic Coverage Act of 1988 as
good book not just by the cover but also through the content. This is one book that can break don't judge
book by its deal with, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading
sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Nicholas Ko:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose often the book Catastrophic Politics: The Rise and Fall of
the Medicare Catastrophic Coverage Act of 1988 to make your current reading is interesting. Your own skill
of reading ability is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make
you enjoy to see it and mingle the sensation about book and reading especially. It is to be initially opinion for
you to like to available a book and examine it. Beside that the publication Catastrophic Politics: The Rise and



Fall of the Medicare Catastrophic Coverage Act of 1988 can to be your brand-new friend when you're truly
feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of the time.
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