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A collection of interviews with African Americans who came to Chicago from the South.

In their first great migration to Chicago that began during World War I, African Americans came from the
South seeking a better life--and fleeing a Jim Crow system of racial prejudice, discrimination, and
segregation. What they found was much less than what they'd hoped for, but it was much better than what
they'd come from--and in the process they set in motion vast changes not only in Chicago but also in the
whole fabric of American society. This book, the first of three volumes, revisits this momentous chapter in
American history with those who lived it.

Oral history of the first order, Bridges of Memory lets us hear the voices of those who left social, political,
and economic oppression for political freedom and opportunity such as they'd never known--and for new
forms of prejudice and segregation. These children and grandchildren of ex-slaves found work in the
stockyards and steel mills of Chicago, settled and started small businesses in the "Black Belt" on the South
Side, and brought forth the jazz, blues, and gospel music that the city is now known for. Historian Timuel D.
Black, Jr., himself the son of first-generation migrants to Chicago, interviews a wide cross-section of African
Americans whose remarks and reflections touch on issues ranging from fascism to Jim Crow segregation to
the origin of the blues. Their recollections comprise a vivid record of a neighborhood, a city, a society, and a
people undergoing dramatic and unprecedented changes.
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From reader reviews:

Jane Kim:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want feel happy
read one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular Bridges of Memory :
Chicago's First Wave of Black Migration is kind of reserve which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Jeffrey Blough:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose
book like comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving Bridges of Memory :
Chicago's First Wave of Black Migration that give your fun preference will be satisfied by simply reading
this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world a great deal
better then how they react towards the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading behavior only for
the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to start
examining as your good habit, you are able to pick Bridges of Memory : Chicago's First Wave of Black
Migration become your starter.

Kimberly Dyer:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find guide that need
more time to be read. Bridges of Memory : Chicago's First Wave of Black Migration can be your answer
given it can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.

Arlene Miller:

The book untitled Bridges of Memory : Chicago's First Wave of Black Migration contain a lot of information
on the idea. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy way. The language is very easy to understand
all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read that. The book was written by famous author. The
author gives you in the new era of literary works. You can read this book because you can read on your
smart phone, or model, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the
e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice learn.
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