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Richard Wagner's Parsifal remains an inexhaustible yet highly controversial work. This "stage consecration
festival play," as the composer described it, represents the culmination of his efforts to bring medieval myth
and modern music together in a dynamic relationship. Wagner's engagement with religion--Buddhist as well
as Christian--reaches a climax here, as he seeks through artistic means "to rescue the essence of religion by
perceiving its mythical symbols . . . according to their figurative value, enabling us to see their profound,
hidden truth through idealized representation." The contributors to this collection break fresh ground in
exploring the text, the music, and the reception history of Parsifal. Wagner's borrowings-and departures-from
the medieval sources of the Grail legend, Wolfram's Parzival and Chrétien's Perceval, are considered in
detail, and the tensional relation of the work to Christianity is probed. New perspectives emerge that bear on
the long genesis of the text and music, its affinities to Wagner's earlier works, particularly Tristan und Isolde,
and the precise way in which the music was composed. Essays address the work's bold, modernistic musical
language and its unprecedented soundscape involving hidden choruses and other unseen sources of sound.
The turbulent, astonishing, and sometimes disturbing history of Parsifal performances from 1882 until 2004
is traced in vivid detail for the first time, demonstrating the abiding fascination exerted by this uniquely
challenging work of art. Contributors: Mary A. Cicora, James M. McGlathery, Ulrike Kienzle, Warren
Darcy, Roger Allen. William Kinderman and Katherine Syer teach at the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign, and often lead study seminars during the Wagner Festival in Bayreuth, Germany.
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Roland:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This A Companion to Wagner's Parsifal (Studies in German Literature
Linguistics and Culture) book is readable by means of you who hate the straight word style. You will find
the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving actually decrease the
knowledge that want to give to you. The writer regarding A Companion to Wagner's Parsifal (Studies in
German Literature Linguistics and Culture) content conveys thinking easily to understand by lots of people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different such as it. So , do you
nevertheless thinking A Companion to Wagner's Parsifal (Studies in German Literature Linguistics and
Culture) is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Sherman Etheridge:

This book untitled A Companion to Wagner's Parsifal (Studies in German Literature Linguistics and Culture)
to be one of several books this best seller in this year, this is because when you read this publication you can
get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail store or you can order it via
online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can
read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you to past this publication from your list.

Cary Freeman:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like A Companion to
Wagner's Parsifal (Studies in German Literature Linguistics and Culture) which is finding the e-book
version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

Christopher Arnold:

This A Companion to Wagner's Parsifal (Studies in German Literature Linguistics and Culture) is completely
new way for you who has attention to look for some information as it relief your hunger of information.
Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having small amount
of digest in reading this A Companion to Wagner's Parsifal (Studies in German Literature Linguistics and
Culture) can be the light food for you because the information inside this book is easy to get simply by
anyone. These books acquire itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book web
form. People who think that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer.
So there is not any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be
here for you actually. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book type for your better life and also knowledge.
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