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Sviatoslav Richter was a dazzling performer but an intensely private man. Though world famous and revered
by classical music lovers everywhere, he guarded himself and his thoughts as carefully as his talent.
Fascinated, author and filmmaker Bruno Monsaingeon tried vainly for years to interview the enigmatic
pianist. Richter eventually yielded, granting Monsaingeon hours of taped conversation, unlimited access to
his diaries and notebooks, and, ultimately, his friendship. This book is the product of that friendship.

Richter reveals himself as a man and an artist. Unsentimentally and with his characteristic dry humor and
intelligence, the musician describes his poignant childhood and spectacular career, including his tumultuous
early days at the Moscow Conservatory and his triumphant 1960 tour of the United States. His laconic
recounting of playing in the orchestra at Stalin's surreal, interminable state funeral is riveting. Most
important for music lovers, Richter discusses his influences and views on musical interpretation. He
describes his encounters with other great Russian performers and composers, including Prokoviev,
Shostakovich, Oistrakh, and Gilels. Candid sections from his personal journals offer his sober and unguarded
impressions of dozens of performances and recordings--both his own and those of other musicians.

This volume offers readers the sizable pleasure of lingering in the thoughts and words of one of the most
important pianists of the twentieth century. Unlike many other star performers, Richter was also an
intellectual who had interesting things to say, particularly about the musician's proper role as interpreter of
the composer's art. This alone makes the book worth reading. Sviatoslav Richter belongs on the shelves of
everyone with a classical music collection and will also appeal to lovers of autobiography and admirers of
Russian musical culture.
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From reader reviews:

Jerry Goble:

Within other case, little persons like to read book Sviatoslav Richter: Notebooks and Conversations. You can
choose the best book if you love reading a book. As long as we know about how is important any book
Sviatoslav Richter: Notebooks and Conversations. You can add information and of course you can around
the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know everything! From
your country right up until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing
you can know that. In this era, we could open a book or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You
should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's read.

Marco Manuel:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now's taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Sviatoslav Richter: Notebooks and Conversations as the
daily resource information.

Roy Matsumoto:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled Sviatoslav Richter: Notebooks and Conversations your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a publication then become one web form conclusion and explanation
which maybe you never get before. The Sviatoslav Richter: Notebooks and Conversations giving you a
different experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful data for your better life
within this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind is going to be
pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare
time activity?

Guadalupe McCoy:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is written or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just trying to find the Sviatoslav Richter: Notebooks and Conversations when you essential it?
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