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A beautifully illustrated reference to Shakespeare and histime.

Four centuries after he penned them, Shakespeare's plays continue to delight audiences and readers
worldwide. Shakespeare: The Essential Guide to the Playsis a stimulating and accessible guide to all of
Shakespeare's known works as well as arevealing study of the man himself.

More than 250 full-color photographs, artworks, illustrations, charts and diagrams highlight the concise text,
which was written by an international team of Shakespearean scholars. The book includes:

- The personal and professional life of Shakespeare

- Plot summaries and character lists for each play

- Coverage of every history, comedy, tragedy and romance in the Shakespeare canon, from the well known
(Hamlet, Othello, A Midsummer Night's Dream) to the more obscure (King John, Pericles, Cymbeline)

- A comprehensive reference section.

Each work's themes, imagery, language and historical context are discussed in accessible language. Sidebars
give at-a-glance information on plots, characters, sources, settings and famous quotations. Detailed diagrams,
charts and tables shed light on the plays' characters and their interrelationships and illustrate the factual
context of the plots. Finally, carefully selected images of stage and film productions from different cultures
and historical periods convey the drama, pathos and humor of Shakespeare's works and provide clear
evidence of the universality and modernity of his centuries-old creations.
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From reader reviews:
Nancy Tandy:

The book Shakespeare: The Essential Guide to the Plays can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a good thing like a book
Shakespeare: The Essential Guide to the Plays? A number of you have a different opinion about e-book. But
one aim which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the
book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you can share al of
these. Book Shakespeare: The Essential Guide to the Plays has simple shape but you know: it has great and
large function for you. Y ou can look the enormous world by available and read a publication. So it isvery
wonderful.

Hubert Smith:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys that
aren't like that. This Shakespeare: The Essential Guide to the Plays book is readable by you who hate the
perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyabl e studying experience without
leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer associated with Shakespeare:
The Essential Guide to the Plays content conveys the thought easily to understand by many individuals. The
printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different such asit. So, do you till
thinking Shakespeare: The Essential Guide to the Playsis not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

TrishaMcClain:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't
work thisis difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic asin the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be Shakespeare: The Essential Guide to the Plays why because
the fantastic cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or
content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly direct you to
pick up this book.

Claire Davis:

Isit a person who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Shakespeare: The Essential Guide to the
Plays can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. Y ou are and so out of date, spending your
spare time by reading in this fresh erais common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than
the others?
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