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"Balzac [was] the master unequalled in the art of painting humanity as it exists in modern society," wrote
George Sand. "He searched and dared everything."

Written between 1837 and 1843, Lost Illusions reveals, perhaps better than any other of Balzac's ninety-two
novels, the nature and scope of his genius. The story of Lucien Chardon, a young poet from Angoulême who
tries desperately to make a name for himself in Paris, is a brilliantly realistic and boldly satirical portrait of
provincial manners and aristocratic life. Handsome and ambitious but naïve, Lucien is patronized by the beau
monde as represented by Madame de Bargeton and her cousin, the formidable Marquise d'Espard, only to be
duped by them. Denied the social rank he thought would be his, Lucien discards his poetic aspirations and
turns to hack journalism; his descent into Parisian low life ultimately leads to his own death.

"Balzac was both a greedy child and an indefatigable observer of a greedy age, at once a fantastic and a
genius, yet possessing a simple core of common sense," noted V. S. Pritchett, one of his several biographers.
Another, André Maurois, concluded: "Balzac was by turns a saint, a criminal, an honest judge, a corrupt
judge, a minister, a fob, a harlot, a duchess, and always a genius."

This Modern Library edition presents the translation by Kathleen Raine.
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From reader reviews:

Leticia Simmons:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Lost Illusions (Modern Library Classics). Try to stumble through book
Lost Illusions (Modern Library Classics) as your close friend. It means that it can being your friend when
you truly feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned
to suit your needs. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every little
thing by the book. So , let me make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Jeffrey Drake:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How many people to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Lost Illusions (Modern Library Classics)
book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per-cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Jennifer Yost:

The book Lost Illusions (Modern Library Classics) has a lot of information on it. So when you check out this
book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous author. The writer makes
some research before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can get the point easily after
looking over this book.

Larry Mason:

This Lost Illusions (Modern Library Classics) is great reserve for you because the content which can be full
of information for you who have always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This
book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can say no rambling sentences within it. So if
you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with
straight forward sentences but tricky core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Lost
Illusions (Modern Library Classics) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, information in it is
not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you world with ten or fifteen small right but this
publication already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still
doubt which?
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