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A witty and eclectic tour of some of the more arcane byways of literature. Illustrated throughout.

How much heavier was Thackeray’s brain than Walt Whitman’s? Which novels do American soldiers read?
When did cigarettes start making an appearance in English literature?

In Curiosities of Literature, John Sutherland contemplates the full import of questions such as these, and
attempts a few answers in a series of essays that are both witty and eclectic. An account of the fast-working
Mickey Spillane, for example, leads to a consideration of the substances, both legal and illegal, that authors
have employed to boost their creative energies. An essay on good and bad handwriting points out in passing
that Thackeray could write the Lord’s Prayer on the back of a stamp. As for Mary Shelley, a brief recital of
the circumstances in which she wrote Frankenstein stops off to consider what impact the miserable summer
weather of 1816 had on the future path of English literature.

It’s debatable, of course, whether knowledge of these arcane topics adds to the wisdom of nations. It does
highlight the random pleasures in reading literature and reading about it.

As John Sutherland rightly asks, “Why else read?”
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From reader reviews:

Larry Moore:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled Curiosities of Literature?
Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time using your
favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have various other
opinion?

Paige Robinson:

The book Curiosities of Literature can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing like a book Curiosities of Literature? A few of you
have a different opinion about guide. But one aim which book can give many information for us. It is
absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for
that, it is possible to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Curiosities of Literature has
simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous
world by start and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Daniel Caudle:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading through
a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Curiosities of Literature book because
book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred % guarantees
there is no doubt in it as you know.

Jose Lloyd:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This e-book Curiosities of Literature was filled regarding science. Spend your
extra time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they
reading any book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a guide. In
the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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