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"A beautifully researched study of how the Victorian Penny Post altered human relations. As Golden
eloguently documents, family and friends could, at last, easily keep in touch with distant relatives, but cheap
postage also provided new opportunities for blackmailers and con artists. In her richly textured study, we
learn not only about the pervasive use of letters as aliterary devicein fiction, but also the immense increase
in paraphernalia related to the writing and sending of aletter or that new invention, the postcard. Anyone
interested in the complex relationship between material and cultural change will find this book
illuminating."--Martha Vicinus, University of Michigan

"Just as the Penny Post revolutionized communications, Catherine Golden’ s meticul ous and imaginative
analysis of its cultural effects transforms our reading experience of Victorian fiction. From the blackmail plot
to the writing desk, the paraphernalia of the Victorian novel takes on new meaning and contemporary
paralels."--Elaine Showalter, Princeton University

"Provides an engaging and comprehensive account of the context and spirit of Victorian postal reform and
the resulting rise in affective correspondence that continues to this day."--Eileen Cleere, Southwestern
University

"Combines historical perspective, socia context, and literary criticism. It goes beyond the standard historical
or literary work in that it providesinsights into the daily lives and values of Victorians of all classes. Assuch
it makes a significant contribution to Victorian cultural studies. Golden explains the impact of the Penny Post
on the nineteenth century and draws parallels to the communications revolution of today."--Richard Fantina,
Vermont State Colleges

Although "snail mail" may seem old fashioned and outdated in the twenty-first century, Catherine Golden
argues that the creation of the Penny Post in Victorian England was just as revolutionary in its time as e-mail
and text messages are today.

Until Queen Victoriainstituted the Postal Reform Act of 1839, mail was aluxury affordable only by therich.
Allowing anyone, from any social class, to send aletter anywhere in the country for only a penny had
multiple and profound cultural impacts.

Golden demonstrates how cheap postage--which was quickly adopted in other countries--led to a postal
"network" that can be viewed as a forerunner of computer-mediated communications. Indeed, the revolution
in letter writing of the nineteenth century led to blackmail, frauds, unsolicited mass mailings, and junk mail--
problems that remain with us today.

Catherine J. Golden is professor of English at Skidmore College.
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From reader reviews:
Deloras Pinkston:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Posting It: The Victorian Revolution in Letter Writing.
Try to stumble through book Posting It: The Victorian Revolution in Letter Writing as your close friend. It
means that it can being your friend when you feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter
than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you considerably more confidence
because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let us make new experience and knowledge with
this book.

Joyce Adam:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider while those information which isinside former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possihilities will not happen within you if you take Posting It: The Victorian Revolution in
Letter Writing as your daily resource information.

Adam Allen:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This Posting It: The Victorian Revolution
in Letter Writing is simple bringing you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did
not possess much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you much
easier to read it. Y ou can save the book in your smart phone. And so there are alot of benefits that you will
get when one buys this book.

Annie Smith:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. Y ou can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is created or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. In this modern
eralike right now, many waysto get information are available for you actually. From media socia similar to
newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. Y ou can add your
understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just seeking
the Posting It: The Victorian Revolution in Letter Writing when you necessary it?
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