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Kings and Usurpers in the Seleukid Empire: The Men who would be King focuses on ideas of kingship and
power in the Seleukid empire, the largest of the successor states of Alexander the Great. Exploring the
question of how a man becomes a king, it specifically examines the role of usurpers in this particular
kingdom - those who attempted to become king, and who were labelled as rebels by ancient authors after
their demise - by placing these individuals in
their appropriate historical contexts through careful analysis of the literary, numismatic, and epigraphic
material.

By writing about kings and rebels, literary accounts make a clear statement about who had the right to rule
and who did not, and the Seleukid kings actively fostered their own images of this right throughout the third
and second centuries BCE. However, what emerges from the documentary evidence is a revelatory picture of
a political landscape in which kings and those who would be kings were in constant competition to persuade
whole cities and armies that they were the only plausible monarch,
and of a right to rule that, advanced and refuted on so many sides, simply did not exist. Through careful
analysis, this volume advances a new political history of the Seleukid empire that is predicated on social
power, redefining the role of the king as only one of several players within the social
world and offering new approaches to the interpretation of the relationship between these individuals
themselves and with the empire they sought to rule. In doing so, it both questions the current consensus on
the Seleukid state, arguing instead that despite its many strong rulers the empire was structurally weak, and
offers a new approach to writing political history of the ancient world.
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From reader reviews:

James Crow:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Kings and Usurpers in the Seleukid Empire: The Men who would
be King (Oxford Classical Monographs).

Michael Collins:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This Kings and Usurpers in the Seleukid
Empire: The Men who would be King (Oxford Classical Monographs) is our recommendation to help you
keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Ryan Parker:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer could be Kings and Usurpers in the Seleukid Empire: The Men who would be King
(Oxford Classical Monographs) why because the amazing cover that make you consider in regards to the
content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Tom Rivera:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several books in the top
listing in your reading list is definitely Kings and Usurpers in the Seleukid Empire: The Men who would be
King (Oxford Classical Monographs). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you
closer in turning into precious person. By looking upward and review this reserve you can get many
advantages.
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