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Abe and hisfriend Sol are out for awalk together in a part of town they haven't been in before. Passing a
Christian church, they notice acurious sign in front that says "$1,000 to anyone who will convert." "I wonder
what that's about," says Abe. "l think I'll go in and have alook. I'll be back in aminute; just wait for me."

Sol sits on the sidewalk bench and waits patiently for nearly half an hour. Finally, Abe reappears.

"Well," asks Sol, "what are they up to? Who are they trying to convert? Why do they care? Did you get the
$1,000?"

Indignantly Abe replies, "Money. That's all you people care about."

Ted Cohen thinks that's not a bad joke. But he also doesn't think it's an easy joke. For alistener or reader to
laugh at Abe's conversion, acomplicated set of conditions must be met. First, alistener has to recognize that
Abe and Sol are Jewish names. Second, that listener has to be familiar with the widespread idea that Jews are
more interested in money than anything else. And finally, the listener needs to know this information in
advance of the joke, and without anyone telling him or her. Jokes, in short, are complicated transactionsin
which communities are forged, intimacy is offered, and otherwise offensive stereotypes and cliches lose their
sting—at least sometimes.

Jokesis abook of jokes and abook about them. Cohen loves a good laugh, but as a philosopher, he isalso
interested in how jokes work, why they work, and when they don't. The delight at the end of ajokeisthe
result of acomplex set of conditions and processes, and Cohen takes us through these conditionsin a
philosophical exploration of humor. He considers questions of audience, selection of joke topics, the ethnic
character of jokes, and their morality, all with plenty of examplesthat will make you either chuckle or wince.
Jokes: more humorous than other philosophy books, more philosophical than other humor books.

"Befitting its subject, this study of jokesis. . . light, funny, and thought-provoking. . . . [T]he method fits the
material, allowing the author to pepper the book with adiversity of jokes without flattening their humor as a
steamroller theory might. Such abook isonly as good asitsjokes, and most of hisare good. . . .
[E]ntertainment and ideas in one gossamer package."—Kirkus Reviews

"One of the many triumphs of Ted Cohen's Jokes-apart from the not incidental fact that the jokes are so good
that he doesn't bother to compete with them-isthat it never tries to sound more profound than the jokes it
tells. . . . [H]e makes you feel he is doing an unusual kind of philosophy. As though he has managed to turn
J. L. Austin into one of the Marx Brothers. . . . Reading Jokes makes you feel that being genial is the most
profound thing we ever do-which is something jokes also make us feel-and that doing philosophy is as
natural as being amused."—Adam Phillips, London Review of Books

"[A] lucid and jargon-free study of the remarkable fact that we divert each other with stories meant to make
uslaugh. . .. Anilluminating study, replete with killer jokes."—Kevin McCardle, The Herald (Glasgow)

"Cohen is an ardent joke-maker, keen to offer us a glimpse of how jokes are crafted and to have us dwell
rather longer on their effects."—Barry C. Smith, Times Literary Supplement



"Because Ted Cohen loves jokes, we come to appreciate them more, and perhaps think further about the
quality of good humor and the appropriateness of laughter in our lives."—Steve Carlson, Christian Science
Monitor
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From reader reviews:
Carlos White:

This Jokes: Philosophical Thoughts on Joking Matters book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world
isin your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book will be information inside this reserve
incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you actually read alot of information you will get.
This Jokes: Philosophical Thoughts on Joking Matters without we understand teach the one who examining
it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Jokes: Philosophical Thoughts on
Joking Matters can bring any time you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves grow to be full
because you can haveit in the lovely laptop even cell phone. This Jokes: Philosophical Thoughts on Joking
Matters having excellent arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in
reading.

Geneva Milbourn:

The ability that you get from Jokes: Philosophical Thoughts on Joking Matters may be the more deep you
looking the information that hide inside the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to be aware of but Jokes. Philosophical Thoughts on Joking Matters giving you joy
feeling of reading. The article author conveystheir point in a number of way that can be understood by
simply anyone who read that because the author of this publication is well-known enough. That book also
makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Thereforeit is easy to understand then can go to you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this Jokes: Philosophical
Thoughts on Joking Matters instantly.

Suk Barry:

Reading a book being new life stylein this year; every people lovesto study a book. When you examine a
book you can get alots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply because
book has alot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that
you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself read afiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The Jokes: Philosophical Thoughts on Joking Matters provide you with a new experience in examining
abook.

Ronald Dotson:

In this period globalization it isimportant to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier
to share. Y ou can find alot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can view that now, alot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you is Jokes: Philosophical Thoughts on Joking Matters this reserve consist alot of the
information on the condition of thisworld now. This book was represented just how can the world has grown



up. The dialect styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some investigation
when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book appropriate al of you.
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