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Evil threatens human reason, for it challenges our hope that the world makes sense. For eighteenth-century
Europeans, the Lisbon earthquake was manifest evil. Today we view evil as a matter of human cruelty, and
Auschwitz as its extreme incarnation. Examining our understanding of evil from the Inquisition to
contemporary terrorism, Susan Neiman explores who we have become in the three centuries that separate us
from the early Enlightenment. In the process, she rewrites the history of modern thought and points
philosophy back to the questions that originally animated it.

Whether expressed in theological or secular terms, evil poses a problem about the world's intelligibility. It
confronts philosophy with fundamental questions: Can there be meaning in a world where innocents suffer?
Can belief in divine power or human progress survive a cataloging of evil? Is evil profound or banal?
Neiman argues that these questions impelled modern philosophy. Traditional philosophers from Leibniz to
Hegel sought to defend the Creator of a world containing evil. Inevitably, their efforts--combined with those
of more literary figures like Pope, Voltaire, and the Marquis de Sade--eroded belief in God's benevolence,
power, and relevance, until Nietzsche claimed He had been murdered. They also yielded the distinction
between natural and moral evil that we now take for granted. Neiman turns to consider philosophy's response
to the Holocaust as a final moral evil, concluding that two basic stances run through modern thought. One,
from Rousseau to Arendt, insists that morality demands we make evil intelligible. The other, from Voltaire to
Adorno, insists that morality demands that we don't.

Beautifully written and thoroughly engaging, this book tells the history of modern philosophy as an attempt
to come to terms with evil. It reintroduces philosophy to anyone interested in questions of life and death,
good and evil, suffering and sense.
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From reader reviews:

Lewis Wood:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this Evil in Modern Thought:
An Alternative History of Philosophy (Princeton Classics) book as this book offers you rich info and
knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

David Dugas:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One
of them is this Evil in Modern Thought: An Alternative History of Philosophy (Princeton Classics).

Walter Crouse:

This Evil in Modern Thought: An Alternative History of Philosophy (Princeton Classics) is brand new way
for you who has curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting
deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in
reading this Evil in Modern Thought: An Alternative History of Philosophy (Princeton Classics) can be the
light food for you because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by anyone. These books
develop itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book contact form. People who
think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So you cannot find any in
reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual.
So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book style for your better life along with knowledge.

Emmaline Jett:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real
their hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and also can't
see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach



Chinese's country. So , this Evil in Modern Thought: An Alternative History of Philosophy (Princeton
Classics) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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