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The modem Brazilian short story begins with the mature work of Joaquim Maria Machado de Assis (1839-
1908), acclaimed almost unanimously as Brazil's greatest writer. Collectively, these nineteen stories are
representative of Machado's unique style and world view, and this translation doubles the number of his
stories previously available in English.

The stories in this volume reflect Machado's post-1880 emphasis on social satire and experimentation in
psychological realism. If he had continued to produce the moralistic love stories and parlor intrigues of his
earlier fiction, Machado's legacy would have been an entertaining but inconsequent body of work. However,
by 1880 he had begun a devastating satirical assault on society through his fiction. In spite of his
ruthlessness, Machado does at times reveal an ironic sympathy for his characters. He is not indifferent to
human conflict but uses humor and irony to stress the absurdity of these conflicts, acted out against the
backdrop of an indifferent universe. Such a spectacle creates a sense of helplessness that can only inspire
wistful amusement.

In his technical mastery of the short story. Machado was decades ahead of his contemporaries and can still be
considered more modern than most of the modernists themselves. That his stories elicit such strong and
diverse reactions today is a tribute to their richness, complexity, and significance.
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From reader reviews:

Diana Elliott:

The book Devil's Church and Other Stories (The Texas Pan American series) can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a book Devil's
Church and Other Stories (The Texas Pan American series)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about
book. But one aim in which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try
to closer with the book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you can
share all of these. Book Devil's Church and Other Stories (The Texas Pan American series) has simple shape
however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by open and
read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Maria Carlin:

Here thing why this specific Devil's Church and Other Stories (The Texas Pan American series) are different
and reputable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good however it depends in the content of
computer which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Devil's Church and Other Stories (The Texas
Pan American series) giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any reserve out
there but there is no e-book that similar with Devil's Church and Other Stories (The Texas Pan American
series). It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing which
happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like
in area, café, or even in your technique home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the paper
book maybe the form of Devil's Church and Other Stories (The Texas Pan American series) in e-book can be
your choice.

David Hosford:

The reason? Because this Devil's Church and Other Stories (The Texas Pan American series) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it will jolt you with the
secret this inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey
the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going
to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as help
improving your expertise and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that book?
If I were you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Jacob Florence:

Beside this Devil's Church and Other Stories (The Texas Pan American series) in your phone, it may give
you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you
may got here is fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in



narrow small town. It is good thing to have Devil's Church and Other Stories (The Texas Pan American
series) because this book offers to you readable information. Do you at times have book but you seldom get
what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable option here
cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the item?
Find this book and read it from currently!
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