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What is the body? How was it culturally constructed, conceived, and cultivated before and after the advent of
rationalism and modern science? This interdisciplinary study elaborates a cultural genealogy of the body and
its legacies to modernity by tracing its crucial redefinition from a live anatomical entity to disembodied,
mechanical and virtual analogs.
The study ranges from Baroque, pre-Cartesian interpretations of body and embodiment, to the Cartesian
elaboration of ontological difference and mind-body dualism, and it concludes with the parodic and violent
aftermath of this legacy to the French Enlightenment. It engages work by philosophical authors such as
Montaigne, Descartes and La Mettrie, as well as literary works by d'Urfé, Corneille and the Marquis de Sade.
The examination of sexuality and the emergence of sexual difference as a dominant mode of embodiment are
central to the book's overall design. The work is informed by philosophical accounts of the body (Nietzsche,
Foucault, Merleau-Ponty), by feminist theory (Butler, Irigaray, Bordo), as well as by literary and cultural
historians (Scarry, Stewart, Bynum, etc.) and historians of science (Canguilhem, Pagel, and Temkin), among
others. It will appeal to scholars of literature, philosophy, French studies, critical theory, feminist theory,
cultural historians and historians of science and technology.
Dalia Judovitz is Professor of French, Emory University. She is also author of Unpacking Duchamp: Art in
Transit and Subjectivity and Representation in Decartes: The Origins of Modernity.
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From reader reviews:

Rebecca Lopez:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
a new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day every day to
reading a book. The book The Culture of the Body: Genealogies of Modernity (The Body, In Theory:
Histories of Cultural Materialism) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended
this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to
develop this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book out of your smart
phone. The price is not to fund but this book provides high quality.

Lois Huseby:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Culture of the Body: Genealogies of Modernity (The
Body, In Theory: Histories of Cultural Materialism), you may enjoy both. It is great combination right, you
still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still
don't have it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Alice Olivares:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Culture of the Body: Genealogies
of Modernity (The Body, In Theory: Histories of Cultural Materialism) reserve written by well-known writer
whose to say well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who read the book. Written in good
manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your current hunger
then you still doubt The Culture of the Body: Genealogies of Modernity (The Body, In Theory: Histories of
Cultural Materialism) as good book not just by the cover but also by content. This is one reserve that can
break don't evaluate book by its deal with, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this kind
of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth
sense.

Molly Salazar:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know everything
you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year has been exactly
added. This guide The Culture of the Body: Genealogies of Modernity (The Body, In Theory: Histories of
Cultural Materialism) was filled regarding science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your



science competence. Some people has different feel when they reading the book. If you know how big good
thing about a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like at this point, many
ways to get book which you wanted.
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