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“A compelling account which is, among other things, the earliest first-hand description of travel from the
Muslim world.”
—Times Literary Supplement

Mission to the Volga is the earliest surviving instance of sustained first-person travel narrative in Arabic—a
pioneering text of peerless historical and literary value. In its pages, we move north on a diplomatic mission
from Baghdad to the upper reaches of the Volga River in what is now central Russia.  

In this colorful documentary from the tenth century, the enigmatic Ibn Fa?lan relates his experiences as part
of an embassy sent by Caliph al-Muqtadir to deliver political and religious instruction to the recently-
converted King of the Bulghars. During eleven months of grueling travel, Ibn Fa?lan records the marvels he
witnesses on his journey, including an aurora borealis and the white nights of the North. Crucially, he offers
a description of the Viking Rus, including their customs, clothing, body painting, and a striking account of a
ship funeral. Together, these anecdotes illuminate a vibrant world of diversity during the heyday of the
Abbasid Empire, narrated with as much curiosity and zeal as they were perceived by its observant beholder. 
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From reader reviews:

Pam Wright:

The book Mission to the Volga (Library of Arabic Literature) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your
spare time. You need to use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to get your best
friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading a book
Mission to the Volga (Library of Arabic Literature) for being your habit, you can get much more advantages,
like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You may know everything
if you like wide open and read a e-book Mission to the Volga (Library of Arabic Literature). Kinds of book
are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this
reserve?

Vivian Nava:

The e-book untitled Mission to the Volga (Library of Arabic Literature) is the publication that recommended
to you to study. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to a person. The language
that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of exploration
when write the book, hence the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also might get
the e-book of Mission to the Volga (Library of Arabic Literature) from the publisher to make you much more
enjoy free time.

Gregory McKinney:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What
you need to do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of
several books in the top listing in your reading list is Mission to the Volga (Library of Arabic Literature).
This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing to be precious
person. By looking upward and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Diane McCarthy:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book Mission to the Volga (Library of Arabic
Literature) to make your own reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading proficiency is developing
when you just like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the impression
about book and reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open up a book and
read it. Beside that the guide Mission to the Volga (Library of Arabic Literature) can to be your brand new
friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of that time.
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