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Before 1973, the Loud family of Santa Barbara, California, lived in the privacy of their own home. With the
airing of the documentary An American Family, that "privacy" extended to every American home that had a
television in it-and there was no going back to the happy land of Beaver, Donna Reed, and Father Knows
Best. This book is the first to offer a close, sustained look at An American Family-the documentary that
blurred conventions, stirred passions among viewers and reviewers, revised impressions of family life and
definitions of private and public, and began the breakdown of distinctions between reality and spectacle that
culminated in cultural phenomena from The Oprah Winfrey Show to Survivor.

While placing Craig Gilbert's innovative series in the context of 1970s nonfiction film and television, Jeffrey
Ruoff tells the story behind An American Family from conception to broadcast, from reception to long-term
impact. He reintroduces us to the Louds as intimate details of their daily lives, from one child's dance recital
to another's gay lifestyle to the parents' divorce proceedings, unfold first before the camera and then before
American viewers, challenging audiences to think seriously about family, marital relations, sexuality,
affluence, and the American dream. In the documentary's immediate impact-on both producers and viewers
of media-Ruoff uncovers the roots of new nonfiction forms including confessional talk shows like Oprah,
first-person documentary films like Ross McElwee's acclaimed Sherman's March, and reality TV programs
such as The Real World, Survivor, and Big Brother.

A comprehensive production and reception study, Ruoff's work restores An American Family to its rightful,
pioneering place in the history of American television.

Jeffrey Ruoff is a film historian, documentary filmmaker, and assistant professor of film and television
studies at Dartmouth College. He is co-author (with Kenneth Ruoff) of The Emperor's Naked Army Marches
On (1998). Visible Evidence Series, volume 11
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From reader reviews:

Bertram Staten:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of various ways
to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to
imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When
you read this American Family: A Televised Life (Visible Evidence), you may tells your family, friends
along with soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a publication.

Tamiko Harmon:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their story
as well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is this
American Family: A Televised Life (Visible Evidence).

Nona Smith:

Beside that American Family: A Televised Life (Visible Evidence) in your phone, it might give you a way to
get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh
from your oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow community. It is
good thing to have American Family: A Televised Life (Visible Evidence) because this book offers to you
personally readable information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh come on,
that wil happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, such as
treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book and read it from now!

Casey Russell:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book American Family: A Televised Life
(Visible Evidence) to make your current reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading expertise
is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to study it and
mingle the impression about book and reading especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to available a
book and go through it. Beside that the reserve American Family: A Televised Life (Visible Evidence) can to
be your brand new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of their time.
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