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Heavyweight Thad Spencer—he could have been the 1960 Olympic gold medalist. Instead he turned
professional at 17 to be Eddie Machen’s sparring partner. Poor management, poor training habits and alove
of nightlife slowed his progress until in 1964 he hooked up with Willie Ketchum, trainer and manager of
fighters from boxing’s early days as a populist sport, controlled by underworld bosses. In his 30 yearsin the
business, Willie had seen and done it al except manage and train a heavyweight of promise all the way to the
Promised Land, the greatest prize in all of sports: the Heavyweight Championship of the World. In 1967, a
superbly conditioned Thad Spencer was scheduled to fight heavyweight champion of the world Muhammad
Ali, but Ketchum and Spencer lost their chance when Ali was stripped of the title for refusing induction into
the United States Army. In the first round of the WBA elimination tournament to find a successor, Spencer
pulled off a huge upset win over former WBA champion Ernie Terrell and suddenly Thad was favorite to
winit al. By year's end he was ranked number one heavyweight in the world. But fame and drugs ruined
Spencer and by the end of 1968, he had completely disappeared from the ring rankings, and Willie Ketchum
had left him to manage other fighters. Ketchum continued his search, but never came up with another
heavyweight to equal Spencer. As afighter, Spencer had it al. Admirers called him “another Joe Louis” for
his cool, calculating demeanor in the ring and lightning fast hands. Along with Joe Frazier and Muhammad
Ali, he should be remembered as one of the outstanding heavyweights of the 1960s and early 1970s. Instead,
today, Thad Spencer isboxing's all but forgotten fighter. The Name of the Game. Thisis the saddest story in
all of heavyweight boxing.
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From reader reviews:
John Whetstone:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled The Name of the Game: Thad Spencer, Willie Ketchum and the Quest
for the Heavyweight Championship of the World. Try to stumble through book The Name of the Game:
Thad Spencer, Willie Ketchum and the Quest for the Heavyweight Championship of the World as your
buddy. It meansthat it can to be your friend when you feel alone and beside regarding course make you
smarter than in the past. Yeah, it isvery fortuned in your case. The book makes you considerably more
confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let us make new experience in
addition to knowledge with this book.

Charles Thomas:

Why? Because this The Name of the Game: Thad Spencer, Willie Ketchum and the Quest for the
Heavyweight Championship of the World is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you
to snap that but latter it will distress you with the secret it inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic
author who also write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside of easier to understand,
entertaining technique but still convey the meaning totally. So , it isgood for you because of not hesitating
having this anymore or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you alot of gains than the
other book have such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking approach. So, still want
to hold off having that book? If | were being you | will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Edward Johnson:

The Name of the Game: Thad Spencer, Willie Ketchum and the Quest for the Heavyweight Championship of
the World can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because
this e-book has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but still delivering the information. The article author giving his’her effort to get every word into
satisfaction arrangement in writing The Name of the Game: Thad Spencer, Willie Ketchum and the Quest for
the Heavyweight Championship of the World however doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the
hottest and also based confirm resource details that maybe you can be among it. This great information could
drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial imagining.

Steven Barraza:

Isit you who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Name of the Game: Thad Spencer, Willie
Ketchum and the Quest for the Heavyweight Championship of the World can be the response, oh how
comes? A book you know. Y ou are thus out of date, spending your time by reading in this completely new



erais common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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