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The Smithsonian Institution has been America's museum since 1846. What do its vast collections -- from the
ruby slippers to a piece of Plymouth Rock, first ladies' gowns to patchwork quilts, a Model T Ford to a
customized Ford LTD low rider -- tell Americans about themselves? In this lavishly illustrated guide to the
Smithsonian's National Museum of American History, Steven Lubar and Kathleen M. Kendrick tell the
stories behind more than 250 of the museum's treasures, many of them never before photographed for
publication. These stories not only reveal what America as a nation has decided to save and why but also
speak to changing visions of national identity.

As the authors demonstrate, views of history change over time, methods of historical investigation evolve
and improve, and America's understanding of the past matures. Shifts in focus and attitude lie at the hearth of
Legacies, which is organized around four concepts of what a national museum of history can be: a treasure
house, a shrine to the famous, a palace of progress, and a mirror of the nation. Thus, the museum collects
cherished or precious objects, houses celebrity memorabilia, documents technological advances, and reflects
visitors' own lives. Taking examples from science and technology, politics, decorative arts, military history,
ethnic heritage, popular culture and everyday life, the authors provide historical context for the work of the
Smithsonian and shed new light on what is important, and who is included, in American history. Throughout
its history, Lubar and Kendrick conclude, the museum has played a vital role in both shaping and reflecting
America's sense of itself as a nation.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Benson:

The book Legacies: Collecting America's History at the Smithsonian make you feel enjoy for your spare
time. You can utilize to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can for being your best friend
when you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can make studying a book Legacies:
Collecting America's History at the Smithsonian for being your habit, you can get much more advantages,
like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You are able to know
everything if you like wide open and read a reserve Legacies: Collecting America's History at the
Smithsonian. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other folks. So ,
how do you think about this reserve?

Jennifer Nava:

This Legacies: Collecting America's History at the Smithsonian are generally reliable for you who want to be
a successful person, why. The explanation of this Legacies: Collecting America's History at the Smithsonian
can be one of the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you
with information that might be will shock your prior knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Legacies:
Collecting America's History at the Smithsonian forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich
vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it
appreciate reading.

Candy Smith:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love Legacies: Collecting America's History at
the Smithsonian, you could enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind
of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its referred to as
reading friends.

Kim Nielsen:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Legacies: Collecting America's History at the
Smithsonian was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Legacies:
Collecting America's History at the Smithsonian has many kinds or category. Start from kids until
youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy,
fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading which.
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