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Vern Sneider's A Pail of Oysters is the most important English-language novel ever written about Taiwan.
Yet despite critical acclaim, this exciting and controversial book has long been unavailable to readers. Unlike
Sneider's previous novel, the humorous bestseller The Teahouse of the August Moon, this 1953 publication
has a dark, menacing tone. Set against the political repression and poverty of the White Terror era, A Pail of
Oysters tells the moving story of nineteen-year-old villager Li Liu and his quest to recover his family's stolen
kitchen god. Li Liu's fate becomes entwined with that of American journalist Ralph Barton, who, in trying to
report honestly about KMT rule of the island, investigates the situation beyond the propaganda, learns of a
massacre, and is drawn into the world of the Formosan underground.

The Chicago Sunday Tribune said, "This book will hold the reader enthralled to the very end and will
probably give him more information about this unhappy spot than he has gathered before. It will certainly
not win converts to the side of the generalissimo." Indeed, the novel made enemies. Banned in Taiwan, in the
United States it was denounced by Chiang Kai-shek's supporters: the powerful China Lobby. Anecdotal
evidence suggests - and Sneider himself suspected - that his book was subject to suppression even in the
United States by pro-KMT agents.

A Pail of Oysters is a landmark work from a time when novels were often seen as a moral force. But politics
and historical importance aside, A Pail of Oysters is simply a good story well told. In the words of the San
Francisco Chronicle, "The novel is touching, tragic and oddly gay sometimes in spite of this; a testimony to
the stubbornly optimistic human spirit."

This Camphor Press edition comes with a new introduction and a brief biography of the author.
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From reader reviews:

Jeff Puckett:

The book A Pail of Oysters can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. So why must we leave a very important thing like a book A Pail of Oysters? A few of
you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely
right. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it is possible to
give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book A Pail of Oysters has simple shape however, you
know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open up and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

Robert Hollinger:

Here thing why this specific A Pail of Oysters are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading a
book is good but it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as delicious as food or not.
A Pail of Oysters giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any publication out there
but there is no reserve that similar with A Pail of Oysters. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up
your current eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is might be can be happened around
you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your way home by train. Should you be
having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of A Pail of Oysters in e-book can be your
choice.

Moses Bean:

You will get this A Pail of Oysters by check out the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could
possibly to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various.
Not only by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era including
now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your
ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make
your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Luis Gazaway:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book A Pail of Oysters was bright colored and of course has
pictures on there. As we know that book A Pail of Oysters has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until
teenagers. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think that you are the character on
there. So , not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to
choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that.
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