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"The Globalization of Addiction' presents aradical rethink about the nature of addiction.

Scientific medicine has failed when it comes to addiction. There are no reliable methods to cureiit, prevent it,
or take the pain out of it. There is no durable consensus on what addiction is, what causesit, or what should
be done about it. Meanwhile, it continues to increase around the world. This book argues that the cause of
thisfailure to control addiction is that the conventional wisdom of the 19th and 20th centuries focused too
single-mindedly on the afflicted individual addict.

Although addiction obviously manifestsitself in individual cases, its prevalence differs dramatically between
societies. For example, it can be quite rare in asociety for centuries, and then become common when atribal
culture is destroyed or a highly developed civilization collapses. When addiction

becomes commonplace in a society, people become addicted not only to alcohol and drugs, but to a thousand
other destructive pursuits: money, power, dysfunctional relationships, or video games. A social perspective
on addiction does not deny individual differencesin vulnerability to addiction, but it removes them from the
foreground of attention, because social determinants are more powerful.

This book shows that the socia circumstances that spread addiction in a conquered tribe or afalling
civilisation are also built into today's globalizing free-market society. A free-market society is magnificently
productive, but it subjects people to irresistible pressures towards individualism and competition, tearing rich
and poor alike from the close socia and spiritual tiesthat normally constitute human life. People adapt to
their dislocation by finding the best substitutes for a

sustaining social and spiritua life that they can, and addiction serves this function all too well.

The book argues that the most effective response to a growing addiction problem isasocia and political one,
rather than an individual one. Such a solution would not put the doctors, psychologists, social workers,
policemen, and priests out of work, but it would incorporate their practicesin alarger social project. The
project is to reshape society with enough force and imagination to enable people to find social integration
and meaning in everyday life. Then great numbers of them would not

need to fill their inner void with addictions.
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From reader reviews:
Charles Montidl:

In other case, little men and women like to read book The Globalization of Addiction: A Study in Poverty of
the Spirit. Y ou can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about how is
important any book The Globalization of Addiction: A Study in Poverty of the Spirit. You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you
can realize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple
issue until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we could open a book or even searching by
internet gadget. It is called e-book. Y ou need to use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

GraceHarrédll:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy individual ? If you don't have
spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extratime? What did
you do? Everybody has many questions above. They have to answer that question due to the fact just their
can do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start
from on guarderia until university need that The Globalization of Addiction: A Study in Poverty of the Spirit
to read.

Maria Levine:

People livein this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get lot of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extratime, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not only arobot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you possess when the
spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one, reading
ebooks. It can be your aternative within spending your spare time, typically the book you have read is
actually The Globalization of Addiction: A Study in Poverty of the Spirit.

Tara Reynolds:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by itsinclude may doesn't work is difficult
job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside appear likes. Maybe
you answer might be The Globalization of Addiction: A Study in Poverty of the Spirit why because the grest
cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is
definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this
book.
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