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There's more than meets the eye in the fiction of the master of the espionage thriller Robert Ludlum. In a
study that examines seventeen of Ludlum's novels in depth, including the latest, The Apocalypse Watch
(1995), Macdonald uncovers the serious themes running through the novels: the role of the individual in
preserving democracy, the value of competing voices, the failure of educational institutions to preserve
ideals, the temptations of power, the importance of personal loyalties in the face of impersonal organizations,
and the nature of evil. She shows how Ludlum's novels are valuable in helping us to understand modern
paranoia?our fear of conspiracies, terrorism, barbarism, and intolerance. A personal interview granted by
Ludlum for this book illuminates the influences on his craft, especially his long experience in the theater,
which affects his sense of pacing, characterization, humor, and suspense.

After an initial biographical chapter, Macdonald examines Ludlum's literary roots in suspense novels and
discusses the genre. Each succeeding chapter examines a group of his novels tied together thematically or, in
the case of the Bourne series, by recurring characters. The discussion of each novel is organized into sections
on plot and structure, character, and theme, and features an alternate critical interpretation, such as Freudian,
Marxist, or reader response criticism, which offers the reader another fresh perspective from which to
examine the concerns of the novel. Novels covered in depth are: Trevayne, The Cry of the Halidon, The
Scarlatti Inheritance, The Rhinemann Exchange, The Gemini Contenders, The Holcroft Covenant, The Road
to Gandolfo, The Road to Omaha, The Bourne Identity, The Bourne Supremacy, The Bourne Ultimatum, The
Matarese Circle, The Parsifal Mosaic, The Aquitaine Progression, The Icarus Agenda, The Scorpio Illusion,
and The Apocalypse Watch. This critical companion includes an up-to-date bibliography of all of Ludlum's
published works, as well as selected reviews of all works examined in this study.
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From reader reviews:

Timothy Larios:

Exactly why? Because this Robert Ludlum: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular
Contemporary Writers) is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap it but
latter it will surprise you with the secret that inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who
have write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining
approach but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or
you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have got such
as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking way. So , still want to postpone having that
book? If I have been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Nancy Royals:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled
Robert Ludlum: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) your mind
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe not known for but surely can
become your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a e-book then become one form
conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get before. The Robert Ludlum: A Critical Companion
(Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) giving you an additional experience more than
blown away your head but also giving you useful info for your better life in this particular era. So now let us
explain to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished
looking at it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Alice Concannon:

The book untitled Robert Ludlum: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary
Writers) contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy approach.
The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read it. The
book was authored by famous author. The author brings you in the new period of literary works. You can
easily read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book
in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site
in addition to order it. Have a nice examine.

Verna Hibbard:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Robert Ludlum: A Critical
Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) which is getting the e-book version. So



, try out this book? Let's see.
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