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'A masterpiece.' - E. M. Forster

'[A] strange, sinister, and unforgettable story.' - Manchester Guardian

'Forrest Reid has . . . beautiful, rhythmical prose, a true and permanent voice.' - John McGahern

'None of our contemporaries can describe childhood and youth as truly as he does.' - V. S. Pritchett

When Following Darkness first appeared in 1912, critics did not know what to make of it. Sentimental
novels of childhood and adolescence were popular in the Victorian and Edwardian eras, but here was
something completely new in English fiction, a book that explored a teenager's thoughts and emotions with
unflinching honesty. One leading critic denounced the novel's protagonist Peter Waring as a 'subject for the
pathologist rather than the novelist,' an 'evil' character who 'unutterably disgusts', and the book's allusions to
Peter's sexual awakening and his rejection of Christ disturbed contemporary readers.

Following Darkness is the story of sixteen-year-old Peter's conflict with his staunchly religious father, whose
religion and values Peter rejects with contempt, his burgeoning friendship with Owen Gill, and his growing
passion for Katherine Dale. With keen psychological insight, Reid creates in Peter a complex and fascinating
character: morally ambiguous, deeply flawed, snobbish, conceited and selfish, yet ultimately sympathetic.
Acclaimed as a masterpiece by E.M. Forster and a possible influence on Joyce's A Portrait of the Artist as a
Young Man (1916), Following Darkness was unlike any novel that had preceded it, and it remains one of
Forrest Reid's most interesting works. This first-ever republication of the novel includes a new introduction
by Andrew Doyle.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Smith:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take
a wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book eligible Following
Darkness (20th Century)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend
your time using your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have
other opinion?

Jenni Roberts:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for people. The book Following Darkness (20th Century) ended up
being making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The reserve Following Darkness (20th Century) is not only giving you a lot more new
information but also to become your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read
your e-book. Try to make relationship while using book Following Darkness (20th Century). You never
really feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

James Murray:

The book Following Darkness (20th Century) will bring you to the new experience of reading a book. The
author style to explain the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to you.
The book Following Darkness (20th Century) is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get
the e-book from the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

David Rutherford:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real
their pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this
time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this Following Darkness (20th Century) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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