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Before "Fred and Ginger" there was "Fred and Adele," a show-business partnership and cultural sensation
like no other. In our celebrity-sated era, it's hard to comprehend what a genuine phenomenon these two
siblings from Omaha were. At the height of their success in the mid-1920s, the Astaires seemed to define the
Jazz Age. They were Gershwin's music in motion, a fascinating pair who wove spellbinding rhythms in song
and dance.

In this audiobook, the first comprehensive study of their theatrical career together, Kathleen Riley traces the
Astaires' rise to fame from humble midwestern origins and early days as child performers on small-time
vaudeville stages (where Fred, fatefully, first donned top hat and tails) to their 1917 debut on Broadway to
star billings on both sides of the Atlantic. They became ambassadors of an art form they helped to
revolutionize, adored by audiences, feted by royalty, and courted socially by elites everywhere they went.
From the start, Adele was the more natural performer, spontaneous, funny, and self-possessed, while Fred
had to hone his trademark timing and elegance through endless hours of rehearsal, a disciplined regimen that
Adele loathed. Ultimately, Fred's dancing expertise surpassed his sister's, and their paths diverged: Adele
married into British aristocracy, and Fred headed for Hollywood.

The Astaires examines in depth the extraordinary story of this great brother-sister team, with full attention to
its historical and theatrical context. It is not merely an account of the first part of Fred's long and illustrious
career but one with its own significance. Born at the very end of the nineteenth century, Fred and Adele grew
up together with the new century, and when they reached superstardom during the interwar years, they shone
as an affirmation of life and hope amid a prevailing crisis of faith and identity.
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From reader reviews:

Anita Pfeifer:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy
read one along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the The Astaires: Fred &
Adele is kind of publication which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Bonnie Daves:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of various
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When
you read this The Astaires: Fred & Adele, you could tells your family, friends and soon about yours
publication. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a reserve.

Janet Baltimore:

This The Astaires: Fred & Adele is great book for you because the content which is full of information for
you who else always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it info
accurately using great organize word or we can say no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the
item hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward
sentences but tough core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having The Astaires: Fred & Adele
in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that
no publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen small right but this e-book already do that. So , it is
good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that will?

Rod Reese:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of
news. Within this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
in search of the The Astaires: Fred & Adele when you required it?
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