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A gripping history that peels away layers of myth and misinformation surrounding the "Mollies" to
cast brilliant new light on one of the nation's longest and most murderous industrial conflicts

Sensational tales of true-life crime, the devastation of the Irish potato famine, the upheaval of the Civil War,
and the turbulent emergence of the American labor movement are connected in a captivating exploration of
the roots of the Molly Maguires. A secret society of peasant assassins in Ireland that re-emerged in
Pennsylvania's hard-coal region, the Mollies organized strikes, murdered mine bosses, and fought the
Civil War draft. Their shadowy twelve-year duel with all powerful coal companies marked the beginning of
class warfare in America. But little has been written about the origins of this struggle and the folk culture
that informed everything about the Mollies.

A rare book about the birth of the secret society, The Sons of Molly Maguire delves into the lost world of
peasant Ireland to uncover the astonishing links between the folk justice of the Mollies and the folk drama of
the Mummers, who performed a holiday play that always ended in a mock killing. The link not only explains
much about Ireland's Molly Maguires where the name came from, why the killers wore women's clothing,
why they struck around holidays but also sheds new light on the Mollies' re-emergence in Pennsylvania.

The book follows the Irish to the anthracite region, which was transformed into another Ulster by ethnic,
religious, political, and economic conflicts. It charts the rise there of an Irish secret society and a particularly
political form of Mummery just before the Civil War, shows why Molly violence was resurrected amid
wartime strikes and conscription, and explores how the cradle of the American Mollies became a bastion of
later labor activism. Combining sweeping history with an intensely local focus, The Sons of Molly Maguire
is the captivating story of when, where, how, and why the first of America's labor wars began.
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From reader reviews:

James Gabriel:

With other case, little men and women like to read book The Sons of Molly Maguire: The Irish Roots of
America's First Labor War. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. As long as we
know about how is important a new book The Sons of Molly Maguire: The Irish Roots of America's First
Labor War. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely
right, due to the fact from book you can realize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad
you will end up known. About simple point until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open
a book or perhaps searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel weary to
go to the library. Let's read.

Valerie Little:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the data
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of them is this The
Sons of Molly Maguire: The Irish Roots of America's First Labor War.

Deborah Young:

The publication with title The Sons of Molly Maguire: The Irish Roots of America's First Labor War has a
lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This kind of book
exist new knowledge the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world
today. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring
you throughout new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can
read this anywhere you want.

Armida Shipman:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Sons of Molly Maguire: The
Irish Roots of America's First Labor War, you may enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still
would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout people. What? Still
don't obtain it, oh come on its called reading friends.
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