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Official companion to the Ken Burns film premiering September 20, 2016, on PBS tells the little-
known story of the Sharps, an otherwise ordinary couple whose faith and commitment to social justice
inspired them to undertake dangerous rescue and relief missions across war-torn Europe, saving the
lives of countless refugees, political dissidents, and Jews on the eve of World War II.

In 1939, the Reverend Waitstill Sharp, a young Unitarian minister, and his wife, Martha, a social worker,
accepted a mission from the American Unitarian Association: they were to leave their home and young
children in Wellesley, Massachusetts, and travel to Prague, Czechoslovakia, to help address the mounting
refugee crisis. Seventeen ministers had been asked to undertake this mission and had declined; Rev. Sharp
was the first to accept the call for volunteers in Europe.

Armed with only $40,000, Waitstill and Martha quickly learned the art of spy craft and undertook dangerous
rescue and relief missions across war-torn Europe, saving refugees, political dissidents, and Jews on the eve
of World War II. After narrowly avoiding the Gestapo themselves, the Sharps returned to Europe in 1940 as
representatives of the newly formed Unitarian Service Committee and continued their relief efforts in Vichy
France.

A fascinating portrait of resistance as told through the story of one courageous couple, Defying the Nazis
offers a rare glimpse at high-stakes international relief efforts during WWII and tells the remarkable true
story of a couple whose faith and commitment to social justice inspired them to risk their lives to save
countless others.

A companion documentary film was directed by Ken Burns and Artemis Joukowsky.
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From reader reviews:

Elaine Davenport:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Defying the Nazis: The Sharps' War
book as basic and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Pablo Cowart:

The experience that you get from Defying the Nazis: The Sharps' War will be the more deep you searching
the information that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean
that this book is hard to be aware of but Defying the Nazis: The Sharps' War giving you enjoyment feeling of
reading. The copy writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by anyone who read the
item because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We suggest you for having that Defying the Nazis: The Sharps' War instantly.

Rose Duprey:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of Defying the Nazis: The Sharps' War can give you
a lot of good friends because by you looking at this one book you have matter that they don't and make a
person more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success.
This e-book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than some
other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have Defying the Nazis: The Sharps' War.

Margaret Thompson:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen need book to know the update information of year to help year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. From
the book Defying the Nazis: The Sharps' War we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to definitely be
creative people? To be creative person must choose to read a book. Only choose the best book that suited
with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by this book Defying the Nazis: The Sharps' War.
You can more desirable than now.
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