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For more than a decade a vicious civil war has torn the fabric of society in the West African country of Sierra
Leone, forcing thousands to flee their homes for refugee camps and others to seek peace and asylum abroad.
Sierra Leoneans have established new communities around the world, in London, Paris, New York,
Washington, D.C., and elsewhere. Yet despite the great geographic range of this diaspora and the diverse
ethnic backgrounds among Sierra Leoneans settled in the same communities abroad, these Africans have
come to understand and express their shared identity through religious rituals, social engagements, and
material culture.

In An Imagined Geography, anthropologist JoAnn D'Alisera demonstrates persuasively that the long-held
anthropological paradigms of separate, bounded, and unique communities, geographically located and neatly
localized, must be reconsidered. Studying Sierra Leonean Muslims living in greater Washington, D.C., she
shows how these immigrants maintain intense and genuine community ties through weddings, rituals, and
travel, across both vast urban spaces and national boundaries. D'Alisera examines two primary issues: Sierra
Leoneans' engagement with their homeland, to which they frequently traveled and often sent their children
for upbringing until the outbreak of the civil war; and the Sierra Leonean interaction with a diverse,
multicultural, increasingly global Muslim community that is undergoing its own search for identity.

Sierra Leoneans in America, D'Alisera observes, express a longing for home and the pain of disconnection in
powerful narratives about their country and about their own displacement. At the same time, however, self
and communal identity are shaped by a pressing need to affiliate in their adopted country with Sierra
Leoneans of all ethnic and religious backgrounds and with fellow Muslims from other parts of the world, a
process that is played out against the complex social field of the American urban landscape.
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From reader reviews:

David Crockett:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline An Imagined
Geography: Sierra Leonean Muslims in America (Contemporary Ethnography) suitable to you? Typically the
book was written by renowned writer in this era. The book untitled An Imagined Geography: Sierra Leonean
Muslims in America (Contemporary Ethnography)is a single of several books that everyone read now. This
particular book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter
the new way of measuring that you ever know just before. The author explained their concept in the simple
way, so all of people can easily to understand the core of this e-book. This book will give you a wide range
of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Regina Noble:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for your requirements is An Imagined Geography: Sierra Leonean Muslims in America
(Contemporary Ethnography) this reserve consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world
now. That book was represented how do the world has grown up. The language styles that writer value to
explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Here is
why this book suited all of you.

Betty Giuliani:

You can find this An Imagined Geography: Sierra Leonean Muslims in America (Contemporary
Ethnography) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty
if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only through written or printed
but in addition can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking from
your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more
information about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge
are still upgrade. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Robert Journey:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know



that on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this An Imagined Geography: Sierra Leonean Muslims in America (Contemporary
Ethnography) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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