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A distinctive Christian heresy? A competitor of burgeoning Christianity? A pre-Christian folk religion
traceable to "Oriental syncretism"? How do we account for the disparate ideas, writings, and practices that
have been placed under the Gnostic rubric? To do so, Karen King says, we must first disentangle modern
historiography from the Christian discourse of orthodoxy and heresy that has pervaded--and distorted--the
story.

Exciting discoveries of previously unknown ancient writings--especially the forty-six texts found at Nag
Hammadi in 1945--are challenging historians of religion to rethink not only what we mean by Gnosticism
but also the standard account of Christian origins. The Gospel of Mary and The Secret Book of John, for
example, illustrate the variety of early Christianities and are witness to the struggle of Christians to craft an
identity in the midst of the culturally pluralistic Roman Empire. King shows how historians have been misled
by ancient Christian polemicists who attacked Gnostic beliefs as a "dark double" against which the new faith
could define itself. Having identified past distortions, she is able to offer a new and clarifying definition of
Gnosticism. Her book is thus both a thorough and innovative introduction to the twentieth-century study of
Gnosticism and a revealing exploration of the concept of heresy as a tool in forming religious identity.
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From reader reviews:

Angel Echols:

With other case, little men and women like to read book What Is Gnosticism?. You can choose the best book
if you want reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a book What Is Gnosticism?. You
can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, since from
book you can know everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple
factor until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or perhaps searching
by internet unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go
through.

Phyllis Kelly:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than
other is high. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific What Is
Gnosticism? book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

James Garza:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that usually
you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride on
and with addition of information. Even you love What Is Gnosticism?, you are able to enjoy both. It is fine
combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout
guys. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

James Martin:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several
books in the top checklist in your reading list is usually What Is Gnosticism?. This book which can be
qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking up and
review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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