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A timeless tale of love, lust, and politics, Tosca is one of the most popular operas ever written. In Tosca's
Rome, Susan Vandiver Nicassio explores the surprising historical realities that lie behind Giacomo Puccini's
opera and the play by Victorien Sardou on which it is based.

By far the most "historical" opera in the active repertoire, Tosca is set in a very specific time and place:
Rome, from June 17 to 18, 1800. But as Nicassio demonstrates, history in Tosca is distorted by nationalism
and by the vehement anticlerical perceptions of papal Rome shared by Sardou, Puccini, and the librettists. To
provide the historical background necessary for understanding Tosca, Nicassio takes a detailed look at Rome
in 1800 as each of Tosca's main characters would have seen it—the painter Cavaradossi, the singer Tosca,
and the policeman Scarpia. Finally, she provides a scene-by-scene musical and dramatic analysis of the
opera.

"[Nicassio] must be the only living historian who can boast that she once sang the role of Tosca. Her deep
knowledge of Puccini's score is only to be expected, but her understanding of daily and political life in Rome
at the close of the 18th century is an unanticipated pleasure. She has steeped herself in the period and its
prevailing culture-literary, artistic, and musical-and has come up with an unusual, and unusually entertaining,
history."—Paul Bailey, Daily Telegraph

"In Tosca's Rome, Susan Vandiver Nicassio . . . orchestrates a wealth of detail without losing view of the
opera and its pleasures. . . . Nicassio aims for opera fans and for historians: she may well enthrall
both."—Publishers Weekly

"This is the book that ranks highest in my estimation as the most in-depth, and yet highly entertaining,
journey into the story of the making of Tosca."—Catherine Malfitano

"Nicassio's prose . . . is lively and approachable. There is plenty here to intrigue everyone-seasoned opera
lovers, musical novices, history buffs, and Italophiles."—Library Journal
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From reader reviews:

Edna Pilon:

The ability that you get from Tosca's Rome: The Play and the Opera in Historical Perspective will be the
more deep you looking the information that hide within the words the more you get thinking about reading it.
It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Tosca's Rome: The Play and the Opera in Historical
Perspective giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in specific way
that can be understood by anyone who read this because the author of this e-book is well-known enough.
This kind of book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then
can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this particular Tosca's
Rome: The Play and the Opera in Historical Perspective instantly.

Alyson Ward:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying Tosca's Rome: The Play
and the Opera in Historical Perspective that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied through reading
this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world better
then how they react toward the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for the
geeky person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start
examining as your good habit, you can pick Tosca's Rome: The Play and the Opera in Historical Perspective
become your current starter.

Francis Griffin:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, you think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Tosca's Rome: The Play
and the Opera in Historical Perspective which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Mark Guerrero:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of news. Within
this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the Tosca's Rome: The Play and the Opera in Historical Perspective when you needed it?
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