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The swift and unexpected defeat of the French Army in 1940 shocked the nation. Two million soldiers were
taken prisoner, six million civilians fled from the German army’s advance to join convoys of confused and
terrified refugees, and only a few managed to escape the country. The vast majority of French people were
condemned to years of subjugation under Nazi and Vichy rule. This compelling book investigates the impact
of the occupation on the people of France and dispels any lingering notion that somehow, under the
collaborating government of Marshal Pétain, life was quite tolerable for most French citizens.

Richard Vinen describes the inescapable fear and the moral quandaries that permeated life in German-
controlled France. Focusing on the experiences of the least privileged, he shows how chronic shortages,
desperate compromises, fear of displacement, racism, and sadistic violence defined their lives. Virtually all
adult males festered in POW camps or were sent to work in the Reich. With numerous enthralling anecdotes
and a variety of maps and evocative photographs, The Unfree French makes it possible for the first time to
understand how average people in France really lived from 1940 to 1945, why their experiences differed
from region to region and among various groups, and why they made the choices they did during the
occupation.
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Gonzalez:

Beside this particular The Unfree French: Life Under the Occupation in your phone, it may give you a way
to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you may got
here is fresh from oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow town. It is
good thing to have The Unfree French: Life Under the Occupation because this book offers to you readable
information. Do you occasionally have book but you seldom get what it's interesting features of. Oh come
on, that would not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable,
such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book in addition to read it from
now!

Bryan Rodriguez:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-book
way, more simple and reachable. This specific The Unfree French: Life Under the Occupation can give you a
lot of pals because by you investigating this one book you have factor that they don't and make you actually
more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book
offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than additional make you
to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have The Unfree French: Life Under the Occupation.

Robert Wilkerson:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Unfree French: Life Under the Occupation
was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The Unfree French: Life Under the
Occupation has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye
Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you
bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to
like reading in which.

Antonio Ritchie:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or real their
interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this The Unfree French: Life Under the Occupation can make you experience more
interested to read.
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