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Historians of religion have examined at length the Protestant Reformation and the liberal idea of the self-
governing individual that arose from it. In Spiritual Despots, J. Barton Scott reveals an unexamined piece of
this story: how Protestant technol ogies of asceticism became entangled with Hindu spiritual practices to
create an idedl of the " sdlf-ruling subject” crucial to both nineteenth-century reform culture and early
twentieth-century anticolonialism in India. Scott uses the quaint term “ priestcraft” to track anticlerical
polemics that vilified religious hierarchy, celebrated the individual, and endeavored to reform human
subjects by freeing them from external religious influence. By drawing on English, Hindi, and Gujarati
reformist writings, Scott provides a panoramic view of precisely how the specter of the crafty priest
transformed religion and politicsin India

Through this alternative genealogy of the self-ruling subject, Spiritual Despots demonstrates that Hindu
reform movements cannot be understood solely within the precolonial tradition, but rather need to be read
alongside other movements of their period. The book’ s focus moves fluidly between Britain and
India—engaging thinkers such as James Mill, Keshub Chunder Sen, Max Weber, Karsandas Mulji, Helena
Blavatsky, M. K. Gandhi, and others—to show how colonia Hinduism shaped major modern discourses
about the self. Throughout, Scott sheds much-needed light how the rhetoric of priestcraft and practices of
worldly asceticism played acrucial rolein creating a new moral and political order for twentieth-century
India and demonstrates the importance of viewing the emergence of secularism through the colonial
encounter.
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From reader reviews:
Michael Colburn:

The book Spiritual Despots: Modern Hinduism and the Geneal ogies of Self-Rule (South Asia Across the
Disciplines) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave the
best thing like a book Spiritual Despots: Modern Hinduism and the Geneal ogies of Self-Rule (South Asia
Across the Disciplines)? Some of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that book can give
many info for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data
that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you can share al of these. Book Spiritual Despots:
Modern Hinduism and the Geneal ogies of Self-Rule (South Asia Across the Disciplines) has simple shape
but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. Y ou can appearance the enormous world by open
and read abook. So it is very wonderful.

Benjamin Nation:

The knowledge that you get from Spiritual Despots. Modern Hinduism and the Geneal ogies of Self-Rule
(South Asia Across the Disciplines) may be the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside
the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but
Spiritual Despots. Modern Hinduism and the Genealogies of Self-Rule (South Asia Across the Disciplines)
giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in particular way that can be
understood through anyone who read that because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This
particular book also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go with
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this particular Spiritual Despots:
Modern Hinduism and the Geneal ogies of Self-Rule (South Asia Across the Disciplines) instantly.

Cleora Yarbro:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled Spiritual Despots: Modern Hinduism and the Genealogies of Self-Rule (South Asia Acrossthe
Disciplines) your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that
maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every single word writtenin a
publication then become one application form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get
previous to. The Spiritual Despots: Modern Hinduism and the Genealogies of Self-Rule (South Asia Across
the Disciplines) giving you one more experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful
info for your better life in this particular era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is your body and
mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a. Do you want to try this
extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Tony Hogan:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. Y ou can take knowledge and information from



your book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of news. In this
modern eralike currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the Spiritual Despots: Modern Hinduism and the Geneal ogies of Self-Rule (South Asia Across
the Disciplines) when you required it?
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