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“This book is about the relationship between the Civil War generation and the founding generation,”
Timothy S. Huebner states at the outset of this ambitious and elegant overview of the Civil War era. The
book integrates political, military, and social developments into an epic narrative interwoven with the thread
of constitutionalism—to show how all Americans engaged the nation's heritage of liberty and constitutional
government.

Whether political leaders or plain folk, northerners or southerners, Republicans or Democrats, black or
white, most free Americans in the mid-nineteenth century believed in the foundational values articulated in
the Declaration of Independence of 1776 and the Constitution of 1787—and this belief consistently animated
the nation's political debates. Liberty and Union shows, however, that different interpretations of these
founding documents ultimately drove a deep wedge between North and South, leading to the conflict that
tested all constitutional faiths. Huebner argues that the resolution of the Civil War was profoundly
revolutionary and also inextricably tied to the issues of both slavery and sovereignty, the two great
unanswered questions of the Founding era.

Drawing on a vast body of scholarship as well as such sources as congressional statutes, political speeches,
military records, state supreme court decisions, the proceedings of black conventions, and contemporary
newspapers and pamphlets, Liberty and Union takes the long view of the Civil War era. It merges Civil War
history, US constitutional history, and African American history and stretches from the antebellum era
through the period of reconstruction, devoting equal attention to the Union and Confederate sides of the
conflict. And its in-depth exploration of African American participation in a broader culture of
constitutionalism redefines our understanding of black activism in the nineteenth century. Altogether, this is
a masterly, far-reaching work that reveals as never before the importance and meaning of the Constitution,
and the law, for nineteenth-century Americans.
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From reader reviews:

Sylvia Harrington:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Liberty and Union: The Civil War Era and American
Constitutionalism. Try to stumble through book Liberty and Union: The Civil War Era and American
Constitutionalism as your pal. It means that it can to be your friend when you really feel alone and beside
associated with course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book
makes you much more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let me make new
experience along with knowledge with this book.

Peter Cox:

The feeling that you get from Liberty and Union: The Civil War Era and American Constitutionalism will be
the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside words the more you get thinking about reading it.
It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Liberty and Union: The Civil War Era and American
Constitutionalism giving you joy feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in particular way
that can be understood simply by anyone who read the idea because the author of this publication is well-
known enough. This particular book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to
understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having that
Liberty and Union: The Civil War Era and American Constitutionalism instantly.

Leslie Jasso:

This Liberty and Union: The Civil War Era and American Constitutionalism is great e-book for you because
the content that is certainly full of information for you who always deal with world and possess to make
decision every minute. That book reveal it facts accurately using great coordinate word or we can say no
rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it
only will give you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with wonderful delivering
sentences. Having Liberty and Union: The Civil War Era and American Constitutionalism in your hand like
keeping the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no guide that offer you world
with ten or fifteen tiny right but this publication already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey there
Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?

Essie Ryan:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Liberty and Union: The Civil



War Era and American Constitutionalism which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's notice.
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