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This is the story of how three men won the Nobel Prize for their research on the humble nematode worm C.
elegans; how their extraordinary discovery led to the sequencing of the human genome; how a global
multibillion-dollar industry was born; and how the mysteries of life were revealed in a tiny, brainless worm.

In 1998 the nematode worm?perhaps the most intensively studied animal on earth?was the first multicellular
organism ever to have its genome sequenced and its DNA mapped and read. "When we understand the
worm, we will understand life," predicted John Sulston, one of the three Nobel laureates, and his prediction
proved astonishingly accurate. Four years later, the research that led to this extraordinary event garnered
three scientists a Nobel Prize. Along with Robert Horvitz and Sydney Brenner, Sulston discovered the
phenomenon of programmed cell death in the worm, an essential concept that explains how biological
development occurs in animal life and, as Horvitz later showed, how it occurs in human life. C. elegans is
about as simple as an animal can be, but understanding its genetic organization is helping to reveal the
mechanisms of life and, by extension, the mechanisms of our own lives. In the Beginning Was the Worm
shows that in order to unlock the secrets of the human genome we must first understand the worm.

But this story is about more than just the worm. It is about how an eccentric group of impassioned scientists
toiled in near anonymity for years, driven only by a deep passion for knowledge and scientific discovery. It
is the story of countless hours of research, immense ambition, and one of the greatest discoveries in human
history.
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From reader reviews:

Bobby Bagwell:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this In the
Beginning Was the Worm: Finding the Secrets of Life in a Tiny Hermaphrodite, it is possible to tells your
family, friends along with soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them
reading a e-book.

Brenda Evans:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
the ability about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them is this In
the Beginning Was the Worm: Finding the Secrets of Life in a Tiny Hermaphrodite.

Steve Franklin:

In the Beginning Was the Worm: Finding the Secrets of Life in a Tiny Hermaphrodite can be one of your
starter books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this guide has good
vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonetheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to set every word into delight
arrangement in writing In the Beginning Was the Worm: Finding the Secrets of Life in a Tiny
Hermaphrodite however doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest as well as based
confirm resource details that maybe you can be among it. This great information can easily drawn you into
brand-new stage of crucial imagining.

Clara Duke:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or real their
interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing reading
really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't see colorful pictures on there.



Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on this era, many
ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this In the
Beginning Was the Worm: Finding the Secrets of Life in a Tiny Hermaphrodite can make you experience
more interested to read.
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