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This second volume of Voegelin's magisterial Order and History, The World of the Polis, explores the
ancient Greek symbolization of human reality. Taking us from the origins of Greek culture in the Pre-
Homeric Cretan civilizations, through the Iliad and Odyssey, Hesiod, and the rise of philosophy with the Pre-
Socratics Parmenides and Heraclitus, this masterful work concludes with the historians of the classical
period.

In The World of the Polis, Voegelin traces the emergence of the forms of the city-state and of philosophy

from the ancient symbolism of myth. He maintains that the limits and ultimate goals of human nature are

constant and that the central problem of every society is the same—"to create an order that will endow the

fact of its existence with meaning in terms of ends divine and human." Thus, Voegelin shows how "the

meaning of existence" achieved concrete expression in the typical political, social, and religious institutions

of Greece and in the productions of its poets and thinkers. He deals with more than fifty Greek writers in the

course of his analysis of the rise of myth and its representation of the divine order of the cosmos as the first

great symbolic form of order, one later supplanted by the leap in being reflected in the emergence of

philosophy.

The book is a tour de force, a virtuoso performance by a scholar and philosopher of great power, learning,

and imagination that places its subject matter in a new light. The editor's critical introduction places The

World of the Polis in the broader context of Voegelin's philosophy of history. Scholars and students of

political science, philosophy, and the history of ideas will find this work invaluable.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Hupp:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than other is high. For
you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of Order and History
(Volume 2): The World of the Polis (Collected Works of Eric Voegelin, Volume 15) (v. 2) book as basic and
daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Evelyn Brown:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
particular aren't like that. This Order and History (Volume 2): The World of the Polis (Collected Works of
Eric Voegelin, Volume 15) (v. 2) book is readable through you who hate those straight word style. You will
find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving even decrease the
knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer of Order and History (Volume 2): The World of the Polis
(Collected Works of Eric Voegelin, Volume 15) (v. 2) content conveys the idea easily to understand by many
individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different in the form of
it. So , do you even now thinking Order and History (Volume 2): The World of the Polis (Collected Works
of Eric Voegelin, Volume 15) (v. 2) is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Theresa Wilkins:

The reserve with title Order and History (Volume 2): The World of the Polis (Collected Works of Eric
Voegelin, Volume 15) (v. 2) posesses a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of
benefit after read this book. This particular book exist new know-how the information that exist in this guide
represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of
the world. This kind of book will bring you within new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-
book with your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Guadalupe Leatherman:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer might be Order and History (Volume 2): The World of the Polis (Collected
Works of Eric Voegelin, Volume 15) (v. 2) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider about the
content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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