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Telling the stories of African American domestic workers, this book resurrects a little-known history
of domestic worker activism in the 1960s and 1970s, offering new perspectives on race, labor,
feminism, and organizing.
 
In this groundbreaking history of African American domestic-worker organizing, scholar and activist
Premilla Nadasen shatters countless myths and misconceptions about an historically misunderstood
workforce. Resurrecting a little-known history of domestic-worker activism from the 1950s to the 1970s,
Nadasen shows how these women were a far cry from the stereotyped passive and powerless victims; they
were innovative labor organizers who tirelessly organized on buses and streets across the United States to
bring dignity and legal recognition to their occupation.

Dismissed by mainstream labor as “unorganizable,” African American household workers developed unique
strategies for social change and formed unprecedented alliances with activists in both the women’s rights and
the black freedom movements. Using storytelling as a form of activism and as means of establishing a
collective identity as workers, these women proudly declared, “We refuse to be your mammies, nannies,
aunties, uncles, girls, handmaidens any longer.”

With compelling personal stories of the leaders and participants on the front lines, Household Workers Unite
gives voice to the poor women of color whose dedicated struggle for higher wages, better working
conditions, and respect on the job created a sustained political movement that endures today.

Winner of the 2016 Sara A. Whaley Book Prize

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Kenisha Perkins:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Household Workers Unite: The Untold Story of African American Women Who Built a Movement your
thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe not known for but
surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a book then become one application
form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get just before. The Household Workers Unite: The
Untold Story of African American Women Who Built a Movement giving you a different experience more
than blown away your brain but also giving you useful info for your better life with this era. So now let us
present to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are
finished reading through it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time
activity?

Patrick Cartwright:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This Household Workers Unite: The
Untold Story of African American Women Who Built a Movement is simple to deliver you can read it in the
area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have much space to bring the actual printed book, you
can buy often the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone.
Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Emmaline Jett:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up
being rare? Why so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding
reading. Some people likes reading through, not only science book and also novel and Household Workers
Unite: The Untold Story of African American Women Who Built a Movement or even others sources were
given expertise for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel want to read more and more.
Science guide was created for teacher or even students especially. Those guides are helping them to increase
their knowledge. In additional case, beside science book, any other book likes Household Workers Unite:
The Untold Story of African American Women Who Built a Movement to make your spare time
considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Richard Lamm:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By
the book Household Workers Unite: The Untold Story of African American Women Who Built a Movement
we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a



book. Only choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life
with this book Household Workers Unite: The Untold Story of African American Women Who Built a
Movement. You can more appealing than now.
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