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Ceremonies of Bravery is a study of the friendship between the prolific writer Oscar Wilde and Carlos
Blacker. The two men met in the 1880s, the period when Wilde was judged by many to be 'at his best', and
Blacker went on to become a trustee of Wilde's marriage settlement. Wilde declared Blacker 'the truest of
friends and the most sympathetic of companions', and diaries and letters show that the men were close
confidantes for almost two decades, a period during which both endured personal crises and disgrace.
However, the relationship came to an abrupt end in June 1898. Carlos Blacker recorded prophetically in his
diary, 'After lunch just before dinner letter from Oscar which put an end to our friendship forever'.

Robert Maguire draws on Blacker's diaries to paint a rich portrait of Wilde's dear friend in their shared social
milieu, providing an account that adds much to the already vivid picture of Wilde's life. He devotes the first
half of the book to the formative years of the friendship, showing the two men attempting to support each
other in disgrace, with personal crises unfolding in parallel in their lives. Maguire then turns his attention to
the men's reunion in Paris in March 1898, some three years after Wilde's arrest. Here, the Dreyfus Affair was
at its peak, and Wilde and Blacker found themselves with very different perspectives. Maguire weaves
together court records, letters, and diaries to propose a new account of the way in which Dreyfusard Blacker,
working on a secret plan to establish Dreyfus's innocence, drew his old friend Oscar Wilde into his
confidence. Wilde, on the other hand, was developing increasing interest in and sympathy for the real traitor
Esterhazy, and it is most likely that this led him to betray Blacker's confidence, ending the friendship
between the two men.

The obscurity surrounding Carlos Blacker's role in the Dreyfus affair, as well as the attendant circumstances
of his painful breakup with Oscar Wilde, was mainly due to Blacker's own rigidly maintained silence to the
time of his death in 1928. The full story did not come to light until the transcription beginning in 1989 of
Blacker's diaries. Using these diaries, alongside other archival sources, Ceremonies of Bravery provides new
insight into a special relationship while also offering a unique perspective on the Dreyfus Affair.
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From reader reviews:

Helen McCleary:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Ceremonies of Bravery: Oscar Wilde, Carlos Blacker, and the Dreyfus Affair book
is readable by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable
studying experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer
involving Ceremonies of Bravery: Oscar Wilde, Carlos Blacker, and the Dreyfus Affair content conveys the
idea easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it
just different by means of it. So , do you still thinking Ceremonies of Bravery: Oscar Wilde, Carlos Blacker,
and the Dreyfus Affair is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Carol Smith:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new facts. When
you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
Ceremonies of Bravery: Oscar Wilde, Carlos Blacker, and the Dreyfus Affair, it is possible to tells your
family, friends in addition to soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them
reading a reserve.

Robert Younger:

The actual book Ceremonies of Bravery: Oscar Wilde, Carlos Blacker, and the Dreyfus Affair has a lot of
information on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was
authored by the very famous author. Tom makes some research prior to write this book. This specific book
very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this book.

Richard Osteen:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Ceremonies of Bravery: Oscar Wilde, Carlos Blacker, and the Dreyfus Affair your thoughts will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your
mind friends. Imaging every word written in a guide then become one application form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get previous to. The Ceremonies of Bravery: Oscar Wilde, Carlos
Blacker, and the Dreyfus Affair giving you yet another experience more than blown away the mind but also
giving you useful data for your better life on this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is
your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a sport. Do you



want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?
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