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The Art of Ethnography is a fully illustrated translation of a "Miao album" -- a Chinese genre originating in
the eighteenth century that used prose, poetry, and detailed illustrations to represent minority ethnic groups
living in frontier regions under imperial Chinese control. These bound collections of hand-painted
illustrations and handwritten text reveal how imperial China viewed culturally "other" frontier populations.
They also contain valuable information for anthropologists, geographers, and historians, and are coveted by
art collectors for their beautiful imagery. "Miao" in this context refers not just to groups that called
themselves Miao (Hmong) or were classified as such by the majority Han culture, but generally to the many
minority peoples in China's southwest.

This lovely volume reproduces each of the eighty-two illustrations from the original album and the
corresponding Chinese calligraphic text, along with an annotated English translation. Each entry depicts a
different ethnic group residing in Guizhou. The album is anonymous and dates from sometime after 1797.

Laura Hostetler's Introduction discusses the genesis and evolution of the Miao album genre and the
sociopolitical context in which the albums were first made, the ethnographic content of the texts, the
composition of the illustrations, and the albums' authorship and production. She situates the albums within
the context of early modern imperial expansion internationally by introducing comparative examples of
Japanese and Ottoman ethnography. Color illustrations from other Miao albums and comparable works from
other cultures give the reader a sense of the chromatic richness of Miao album illustrations and of their place
in world ethnography.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Sessions:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This The Art of Ethnography: A Chinese "Miao Album" (Studies on Ethnic Groups in
China) book is readable by means of you who hate the straight word style. You will find the details here are
arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to
supply to you. The writer involving The Art of Ethnography: A Chinese "Miao Album" (Studies on Ethnic
Groups in China) content conveys the thought easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the articles but it just different available as it. So , do you continue to thinking The Art of
Ethnography: A Chinese "Miao Album" (Studies on Ethnic Groups in China) is not loveable to be your top
listing reading book?

George Seal:

The reason why? Because this The Art of Ethnography: A Chinese "Miao Album" (Studies on Ethnic Groups
in China) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will
distress you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who also write
the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still
convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to
regret it. This book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book include such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were being you
I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Athena Thornton:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying The Art of Ethnography:
A Chinese "Miao Album" (Studies on Ethnic Groups in China) that give your enjoyment preference will be
satisfied by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to
know world considerably better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be claimed
constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to end up being
success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you can pick The
Art of Ethnography: A Chinese "Miao Album" (Studies on Ethnic Groups in China) become your personal
starter.

Isaiah Owens:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you have
to do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of



books in the top checklist in your reading list is The Art of Ethnography: A Chinese "Miao Album" (Studies
on Ethnic Groups in China). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer
in turning out to be precious person. By looking right up and review this reserve you can get many
advantages.
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