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The British Expeditionary Force at the start of World War I was tiny by the standards of the other belligerent
powers. Yet, when deployed to France in 1914, it prevailed against the German army because of its
professionalism and tactical skill, strengths developed through hard lessons learned a dozen years earlier. In
October 1899, the British went to war against the South African Boer republics of Transvaal and Orange
Free State, expecting little resistance. A string of early defeats in the Boer War shook the military’s
confidence. Historian Spencer Jones focuses on this bitter combat experience in From Boer War to World
War, showing how it crucially shaped the British Army’s tactical development in the years that followed.

Before the British Army faced the Boer republics, an aura of complacency had settled over the military. The
Victorian era had been marked by years of easy defeats of crudely armed foes. The Boer War, however,
brought the British face to face with what would become modern warfare. The sweeping, open terrain and
advent of smokeless powder meant soldiers were picked off before they knew where shots had been fired
from. The infantry’s standard close-order formations spelled disaster against the well-armed, entrenched
Boers. Although the British Army ultimately adapted its strategy and overcame the Boers in 1902, the
duration and cost of the war led to public outcry and introspection within the military.

Jones draws on previously underutilized sources as he explores the key tactical lessons derived from the war,
such as maximizing firepower and using natural cover, and he shows how these new ideas were incorporated
in training and used to effect a thorough overhaul of the British Army. The first book to address specific
connections between the Boer War and the opening months of World War I, Jones’s fresh interpretation adds
to the historiography of both wars by emphasizing the continuity between them.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Marques:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled From Boer
War to World War: Tactical Reform of the British Army, 1902–1914 (Campaigns and Commanders Series)?
Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time together with your
favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have other opinion?

Leroy Ange:

This From Boer War to World War: Tactical Reform of the British Army, 1902–1914 (Campaigns and
Commanders Series) book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The
benefit you get by reading this book is information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get facts
which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. That From Boer War to World War:
Tactical Reform of the British Army, 1902–1914 (Campaigns and Commanders Series) without we
recognize teach the one who examining it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't end up being
worry From Boer War to World War: Tactical Reform of the British Army, 1902–1914 (Campaigns and
Commanders Series) can bring whenever you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' grow to be
full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cell phone. This From Boer War to World War:
Tactical Reform of the British Army, 1902–1914 (Campaigns and Commanders Series) having very good
arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Robert Auclair:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and
the resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How
individuals to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book.
Reading a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this From Boer War to
World War: Tactical Reform of the British Army, 1902–1914 (Campaigns and Commanders Series) book
because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred pct guarantees
there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Lorene Williamson:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in order to make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal or real their
hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we



know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this From Boer War to World War: Tactical Reform of the British Army, 1902–1914
(Campaigns and Commanders Series) can make you feel more interested to read.
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